
 
 

What to Do if You’re a Victim of a Break & Enter 

 
• Call 911 immediately. 

 

• Do not enter the premises until police 
arrive—it may still be unsafe. 
 

• Preserve the scene: don’t touch anything, 
and protect surveillance equipment. 
 

• Provide police with CCTV footage, inventory 
lists, and any suspicious activity reports. 

 

 

 

 

❑ Remove or reduce on-site cash and 

overnight. 

 

❑  Use time-delay safes set to longer than 5 

minutes. Most offenders won’t wait. 

 

❑  Post signage: “No cash stored on site 

overnight.” 

 

❑  Store “high value” items in locked cabinets 

or behind the counter. 

 

❑  Do not display high-theft items near 

windows or doors. 

 

❑  Regularly test your alarm system—ensure 

monitoring is active. 

 

❑  Check that all cameras are functional, 

recording, and have a clear view of key 

areas: entries, safes, tills. 

 

❑  Save at least 72 hours of footage, 

preferably more. 

 

❑ Consider storing lottery tickets and cigarettes 

in a secured safe overnight. 

 
 

   CRIME PREVENTION CHECKLIST 
 

 

 

• Keep storefronts clear of obstructions—maximize 

visibility inside and out. 

• Install motion-activated lighting around entry 

points and CCTV cameras. 

• Use window security film or bars in vulnerable 

areas. 

• Trim shrubs and keep exterior areas well-lit. 

• Lock dumpsters and rear areas—offenders often 

hide there before breaking in. 

• Use secure, bolt-down safes. 

• Ensure doors and frames are reinforced. 

• Consider roller shutters or secondary barriers after 

hours. 

• Display signage about surveillance and police 

partnerships. 

 

PHYSICAL SECURITY TIPS 

 


