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The Nanton Heritage Building Evaluation Project 
provides the Town of Nanton with a comprehensive, 
designation-ready foundation for long-term heritage 
conservation. Through detailed research, field 
assessment, and architectural analysis, the project 
evaluates thirteen historic buildings that collectively 
represent more than a half a century of community 
development, from 1902 to 1957. These buildings 
illustrate the evolution of Nanton as a railway service 
point, agricultural hub, commercial centre, and close-
knit rural community with strong civic institutions. 

The evaluation process followed a consistent, 
transparent methodology aligned with Alberta’s 
heritage standards, including Statements of 
Significance, Character-Defining Elements, and 
integrity assessments for each building. The findings 
demonstrate that Nanton retains a remarkably intact 
historic core, with important levels of architectural 
integrity across its early commercial blocks, 
institutional buildings, and community halls. This 
intactness is rare among small Alberta towns and 
represents a significant cultural and economic asset. 

The buildings included in the project reflect six major 
themes in Nanton’s history: transportation and the 
railway; commerce and daily life; communication and 
information; healthcare and professional services; 
civic and social organizations; and residential  

development. Together, they form a cohesive heritage 
landscape that contributes to the town’s identity, 
supports tourism potential, and strengthens 
community pride. 

The report concludes that all thirteen buildings meet 
the criteria for Municipal Historic Resource 
designation. The document also provides 
recommendations that include preparing a 
designation bylaw template, identifying priority 
buildings for potential municipal designation, forming 
a Heritage Advisory Committee, strengthening ongoing 
engagement with property owners, developing a 
heritage conservation policy or framework, developing 
design guidelines for heritage buildings, continuing to 
expand and update the HeRMIS survey database, 
developing a heritage resource management plan, 
investigating the creation of a downtown historic 
district, initiating a building plaque program, 
integrating heritage into broader municipal initiatives, 
and maintaining public engagement and visibility.  

By adopting these recommendations, the Town of 
Nanton can protect its most significant heritage 
assets, enhance its downtown revitalization efforts, 
and ensure that the stories embedded in its built 
environment remain visible and meaningful for future 
generations. The project positions the Town to make 
informed, strategic decisions that honour its past 
while supporting a vibrant and sustainable future. 

Executive Summary 
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Nanton’s historic core tells a story that is both deeply 
local and unmistakably Albertan. Its early commercial 
blocks, modest institutional buildings, and long-
standing community halls form a streetscape that has 
evolved over more than a century yet still reflects the 
optimism, resilience, and ingenuity that shaped the 
town’s beginnings. This report brings together months 
of research, fieldwork, archival investigations, and 
community engagement to document, evaluate, and 
celebrate the buildings that define Nanton’s heritage 
character. 

1.1. Purpose of Project 

The main purpose of the Heritage Building Evaluation 
Project is to identify, evaluate, and prioritize up to ten 
heritage sites within the Town of Nanton that are of 
historical significance with a particular focus on the 
downtown core. The project aims to safeguard 
Nanton’s cultural and architectural heritage by: 

• Researching and documenting the historical 
context of Nanton, including its significant 
cultural themes, events and people. 

• Reviewing and confirming potential heritage 
sites using the HeRMIS database and 
stakeholder input, to create a preliminary list of 
places of interest. 

• Engaging local organizations and stakeholders 
to ensure community knowledge and priorities 

are reflected in the selection of high-priority 
sites. 

• Conducting detailed site evaluations to assess 
the historical significance and integrity of 
selected buildings. 

• Drafting Statements of Significance (SoS) for 
each prioritized site, which formally articulate 
their heritage value and the key elements that 
should be protected. 

• Providing recommendations for heritage 
designation and strategies for ongoing 
preservation and integration of heritage into 
Nanton’s tourism and economic development. 

• Fostering public engagement and support for 
heritage conservation through presentations 
and open houses. 

The project is designed to help the Town of Nanton 
protect its heritage assets for future generations, 
support community identity, and lay the groundwork 
for sustainable heritage management. 

1.2. Project Scope 

The scope of Nanton’s Heritage Building Evaluation 
project future generations. The update of the Alberta 
Heritage Survey forms on the HeRMIS database was 
added to the scope to ensure a comprehensive 
approach to on-site assessment and evaluations.  

1. Introduction 
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Key Components 

1. Historical Context Paper 

Prepare a comprehensive context paper that reviews 
Nanton’s historical records, themes, events, and 
people. This serves as a foundational reference for 
evaluating heritage resources and identifying places of 
interest. 

2. Heritage Site Identification 

Review Nanton’s HeRMIS database of 309 town and 
area sites to confirm municipal sites and up to twenty-
five high priority sites (particularly in the downtown 
area) for further assessment and stakeholder review. 

3. Stakeholder Consultations 

Engage with local residents, building owners, and 
organizations (such as the Lancaster Society, 
Canadian Grain Elevator Discovery Centre Society, 
and the Chamber of Commerce) to review a 
preliminary list of up to twenty-five potential sites, 
gather insights and recommend high-priority sites. 

4. Places of Interest List 

Based on the outcome of stakeholder consultations, 
identify six to ten high priority sites to focus the next 
stage of research activity. 

5. On-Site Field Assessment 

Update the Alberta Heritage Survey database 
(Heritage Resource Management Information System 
– HeRMIS) survey forms for each high priority site. 

6. Heritage Site Evaluations 

Conduct detailed site evaluations and integrity 
assessments on the recommended high-priority sites 
to determine heritage value, character-defining 
elements, and integrity, to confirm their eligibility for 
designation. 

7. Draft Statement of Significance (SoS)  

For each identified site, prepare a draft Statement of 
Significance that outlines its heritage value, cultural 
importance, and character-defining elements. 

8. Recommendations for Designation 

Provide a prioritized list of existing buildings that hold 
potential for heritage designation, based on their 
significance and risk of deterioration. 

 

9. Public Engagement 

Present findings to the community and local 
stakeholders to foster support for heritage 
conservation and designation efforts. 

10. Final Report & Recommendations 

Deliver a comprehensive report to the Town of 
Nanton, including the context paper, review of the 
HeRMIS database, SoS documents, and 
recommendations for next steps in the designation 
process. The report will also include strategies for 
integrating heritage preservation into Nanton’s 
broader tourism and economic development efforts, 
and on creating a sustainable heritage management 
framework. 

Methodology 

The Nanton Heritage Building Evaluation project 
followed a structured, multi-phase methodology 
designed to document the community’s historic 
places, assess their heritage value, and produce 
consistent, designation-ready evaluation materials. 
The approach combined archival research, field 
investigation, community engagement, and 
professional analysis, ensuring that the results were 
both evidence-based and locally informed. 

Project Timeline 

The project formally launched on August 1, 2025, with 
a completion date scheduled for February 2, 2026. A 
presentation of the final report to Committee of the 
Whole (CoTW) occurred on January 26, 2026, and 
submission of final report and project handoff 
occurred on February 2, 2026, supporting the Town’s 
deadline of February 28, 2026, to submit all 
documentation to the Heritage Preservation 
Partnership Program, aligning with HPPP’s funding 
requirements. 

1. Project Initiation and Background Review 
(August – September 2025) 
• Confirmed project scope. 
• Reviewed existing heritage survey materials, 

municipal records, local heritage books and 
materials, and previous studies. 

• Established research framework and 
engagement plan. 
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2. First Public Open House 
(September 2025) 
• Presented introduction of project to the 

community. 
• Presented draft findings of windshield survey 

and preliminary list of high priority sites for 
community review, feedback, stories, and 
corrections. 

• Integrated latest information into collection 
of research. 

3. Historical Context Development 
(August – September 2025) 
• Conducted thematic research on Nanton’s 

settlement, commercial growth, 
transportation history, and civic 
development. 

• Compiled archival sources to create a 
community specific historical context to 
guide evaluations. 

4. Archival Research and Data Collection 
(August – November 2025) 
• Completed detailed archival research for 

each priority building. 
• Reviewed municipal files, fire insurance 

maps, historic photographs, newspapers, 
and provincial / federal archives. 

• Gathered community-provided materials and 
oral histories. 

5. Field Survey and Site Documentation 
(October – December 2025) 
• Conducted on-site fieldwork for all priority 

buildings. 
• Photographed exteriors, documented 

materials and architectural features, and 
assessed integrity. 

• Updated survey information on the 
province’s HeRMIS database. 

6. Evaluation and Statement of Significance 
Preparation 
(October - January 2026) 
• Applied Alberta’s heritage value criteria to 

each priority building. 
• Assessed integrity across location, design, 

materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. 

• Drafted designation-ready Statements of 
Significance and updated survey forms. 

7. Second Public Open House 
(January 2026) 
• Presented final evaluation and Statements of 

Significance documents. 
• Provided clear explanations of designation 

and benefits to the building owner. 
• Gathered final community input. 

8. Refinement and Finalization of Evaluation 
Materials 
(January 2026) 
• Revised Statements of Significance and 

evaluations based on feedback. 
• Prepared recommendations for presentation 

to Council. 
• Compiled all project deliverables into a 

comprehensive final package. 
9. Final Reporting and Submission to Council 

(January - February 2026) 
• Revised the Final Report based on feedback 

from CoTW presentation on January 26th, 
2026. 

• Submitted final package to the Town of 
Nanton for Council’s February 2nd meeting 
agenda. 

• Concluded project. 

Kick-off Meeting 

The project began with an initial kick-off meeting at the 
Town of Nanton municipal office on July 31, 2025, with 
Planning and Development Officer Georgina Sharpe, 
the Town’s CAO Neil Smith, and Merinda Conley and 
Robert Earley of Community Design Strategies Inc. 
(CDS Inc.) 

The purpose of the meeting was to launch the heritage 
evaluation process, confirm communications and 
public engagement strategies, and identify additional 
heritage sites beyond those listed on HeRMIS.  

Key Discussion Points 

Process Review: 

• CDS Inc. outlined the process for identifying and 
evaluating heritage sites. 
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• A context paper will be prepared to highlight 
Nanton’s history and prioritize significant sites. 

• Aim to include more than 6-10 high-priority sites 
if existing budget allows. 

Priority Sites: 

• Sixteen Main Street buildings with strong 
historical integrity were identified for 
consideration. 

• Selection will focus on those with the greatest 
preservation. 

Additional Sites to Consider: 

• Several sites outside the Main Street were 
suggested, including: 
• Esso sign structure (north end) 
• Cenotaph 
• Community Centre 
• Notable residences on 26th, 20th, and 19th 

avenues 
• Churches (Anglican, St. Cecilia Catholic, 

United Church) 
• Masonic Hall 
• Eaton Kit home (Creighton Residence, 

1917) 
• Worker’s homes and other historic 

properties.  

Communication Strategy: 

• Multi-channel outreach: electronic billboard by 
office, website, email, Facebook, posters, direct 
mail, newsletter inserts, Survey Monkey, and 
open houses. 

• Special efforts to engage seniors and property 
owners. 

Open House Planning: 

• Preferred venue: Seniors Centre (Kozy Korner) 
• Proposed date: September 18 (to be confirmed) 
• Format: Display up to twenty-five sites, invite 

property owners, provide educational materials, 
formal PPT presentation, encourage feedback, 
and use dotmocracy for prioritization. 

Reference Materials & Mapping: 

• Use Mosquito Creek books and Main Street’s 
Final Report as the starting point.  

• Mapping support from the Planning 
Commission. 

Heritage Committee Potential: 

• Consider forming an ad-hoc committee if there 
is enough community interest. 

• Identify volunteers and contacts. 

Next Steps & Assignments: 

• Draft project introduction for utility bill insert. 
• Conduct windshield survey of the HeRMIS-listed 

sites. 
• Prepare formal town letter for survey activities. 
• Final report to include Town logo and colour 

flexibility. 
• Presentation of project outcomes at 

professional planning associations a possibility. 

Value-Added Services 

Additional services were provided to the Town of 
Nanton, within the given budget, to ensure a 
comprehensive approach to the Heritage Building 
Evaluation Project, such as: 

• In-depth Windshield Survey of HeRMIS List  
• Photograph all sites on the HeRMIS List 
• Increase number of high-priority sites to be 

evaluated for completion of SoSs from the 
original 6-10 to potentially twelve or more sites. 

• Complete formal surveys of the high-priority 
sites and submit to the Alberta Survey Program 
to update the HeRMIS database.  
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2.1. Project Launch 

The project began with a simple but important 
question: What parts of Nanton’s built environment 
best represent the community’s history, and how can 
they be protected for future generations? To answer 
this, thirteen buildings were selected for detailed 
evaluation – structures that span from 1902 to 1957 
and collectively illustrate the town’s development 
from a railway service point to a thriving agricultural 
centre and, later, a close-knit rural community with 
strong civic institutions. 

Each building included in this report contributes a 
unique chapter to Nanton’s story. The early hotels and  
hardware stores speak to the town’s role as a hub for 
ranchers, travellers, and railway workers. The grocery, 
butcher shop, and drugstore reflect the rhythms of 
daily life and the ambitious spirit that sustained local 
families. The newspaper office and telephone 
exchange mark the arrival of modern communication 
networks, while the hospital and dental office highlight 
the community’s commitment to health and well-
being. The Masonic Hall and Scout-Guide Hall reveal 
the importance of social organizations in building 
community identity, and the Creighton Residence 
offers a glimpse into early residential life. 

Together, these buildings form a cohesive and 
remarkably intact heritage landscape – one that is rare  

 

among Alberta’s small towns. Their survival is not 
accidental. It reflects decades of stewardship by 
property owners, the dedication of local volunteers, 
and a community-wide appreciation for the value of 
history. This report honours that legacy by providing 
the Town of Nanton with a clear, defensible, and 
designation-ready foundation for long-term heritage 
conservation. 

The pages that follow present detailed evaluations for 
each building, including historical research, 
architectural analysis, integrity assessments, 
Statements of Significance, and Character-Defining 
Elements. They also outline broader themes that 
emerge from the collective heritage fabric, from 
transportation and commerce to communication, 
healthcare, and civic life. Finally, the report offers 
recommendations to guide future planning, 
designation, interpretation, and community 
engagement. 

Nanton’s heritage is more than a collection of old 
buildings – it is a living resource that strengthens 
community identity, supports local economic 
development, and connects residents and visitors to 
the stories that shaped this place. By documenting 
and celebrating these assets, the Town is taking a 
major step toward ensuring that its history remains 

2. Heritage Site Identification 
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visible, meaningful, and accessible for generations to 
come. 

2.2. Brief History of Nanton 

Long before the town of Nanton appeared on the map, 
its land was shaped by ancient seas and glaciers. The 
rolling hills and fertile soils, carved by the retreat of ice 
thousands of years ago, became a seasonal home for 
Indigenous peoples who followed bison herds and left 
traces of their lives in stone tools and campsites. The 
land’s quiet history was written in its coulees and 
creek beds, echoing the deep time that preceded 
settlement. 

As centuries passed, the region became a crossroads 
for the fur trade. Peter Fidler, a determined explorer 
and surveyor for the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
ventured through the Porcupine Hills, mapping the 
terrain and forging connections with Indigenous 
communities. The trails he followed—well-worn by 
generations of Blackfoot travelers—would later guide 
traders and settlers, linking Nanton to the wider world. 

With the arrival of ranchers and farmers in the late 
1800s, the landscape began to change. The federal 
government offered vast tracts of land for a penny an 
acre, and soon cattle companies and homesteaders 
established ranches that would endure for 
generations. The Findlay brothers’ lumber camp 
supplied timber for new buildings, and rumors of gold 
in the nearby mountains sparked brief excitement and 
prospecting. 

The coming of the railway in 1892 was a turning point. 
The Calgary & Edmonton Railway brought people, 
goods, and opportunity, transforming Nanton from a 
remote outpost into a bustling hub. The first building—
a humble section house—welcomed travelers, and 
soon hotels, stores, and grain elevators lined the 
streets. Roads and bridges followed, though winter 
snows and spring rains often made travel a challenge, 
with local farmers pitching in to repair the routes. 

Nanton’s growth was fueled by agriculture. Grain 
elevators rose along the rail line, handling millions of 
bushels each year, while coal sheds stored fuel for the 
town and its industries. Families like the Kinney’s 
balanced town life with farming, their stories woven 
into the fabric of the community. 

As the town grew, so did its spirit. Churches sprang 
up—Catholic, Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist, and 
Baptist—each serving as a gathering place for worship 
and fellowship. Schools were built, beginning with a 
modest classroom in 1903 and expanding to meet the 
needs of a growing population. The Nanton News 
chronicled daily life, while businesses adapted and 
rebuilt after fires and setbacks. 

Community life flourished. Mosquito Creek offered 
swimming and skating, while organizations like the 
Masonic Lodge, Boy Scouts, and Rifle Club brought 
people together. Theatres showed silent films and 
hosted dances, and local musicians formed choirs 
that drew members from neighbouring towns. 

Nanton’s story was also shaped by its people’s 
resilience. The town survived devastating fires, a 
legendary train robbery, and the hardships of war. 
During World War I, hundreds enlisted, and the 
community honored their sacrifice with a cenotaph 
that still stands today. 

Over time, Nanton earned the nickname “Tap Town,” 
celebrated for its pure spring water. Local 
entrepreneurs bottled and sold it across Canada and 
the U.S., turning a simple resource into a source of 
pride and prosperity. 

Through all these changes, Nanton remained a place 
of diversity and connection. Immigrants from the 
United States, Europe, and across Canada made their 
homes here, bringing new traditions and shaping the 
town’s identity. Today, Nanton’s history lives on in its 
buildings, its stories, and the enduring bonds between 
people and place. 
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2.3. Windshield Survey 

The Alberta Government maintains a Heritage 
Resource Management Information System – HeRMIS 
for short – which is a database of all heritage sites that 
have been surveyed in the province. Thanks to Dorothy 
Field, project started with CDS Inc. performing a 
comprehensive review of all 309 sites listed on 
HeRMIS database. After a list update was provided by 
Heritage Survey Program Coordinator Dorothy Field, 
the list was refined to 190 sites, which included 
commercial, institutional, industrial (provincially 
designated grain elevators) residential, community 
halls and landmarks.  

The windshield survey involved photographing all sites 
to determine future eligibility for resource evaluation, 
not only for this project but for future considerations, 
and to determine if any sites had been lost. Of the 190 
sites reviewed, approximately ninety-five sites were 
found to have good to particularly good integrity, and 
forty-one sites no longer existed. 

 

The diagram above helps illustrate what this means 
withing the scope of the project. The provincial 
Heritage Survey database lists 190 sites within the 
Town of Nanton. Of the 190 sites, there are ninety-five 
sites that have good to very integrity, which means 
they may still convey their significance. 

 

With the scope of this project focussed on the 
downtown, twenty-four sites from the ninety-five were 
identified in the downtown core area as “high priority 
sites” that should be presented to the community to 
determine level of heritage value and support for 
further evaluation.  

2.4. High Priority Sites 

The high priority sites become “Places of Interest” 
which is a working list of properties that may have 
heritage value and should be looked at more closely. 

The 24 Places of Interest consisted of various 
typologies that functioned for commercial, 
institutional, medical, telecommunications, 
industrial, residential and social uses, including a 
relocated landmark originally unveiled in 1927 to 
honour Nanton and area military personnel who died 
during WWI.  

190 - Town of Nanton  

95 - Downtown 

95 - Town of Nanton  

24 - Downtown 
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2.5. Stakeholder Consultation 

With the downtown priority sites identified as “Places 
of Interest,” the next step was to introduce the 
Heritage Building Evaluation Project to the community 
and present the initial twenty-four sites to the 
community for feedback. Early engagement with 
residents and stakeholders on September 16th, 2025, 
gave the consultant team and opportunity to ask 
specific questions about the buildings, collect 
insights, and gauge community values and 
perspectives as to which buildings are high priority 
and held more heritage value than others in the 
context of Nanton’s history. It also helped narrow 
down the 24 Places of Interest to a sequential list of 
high priority sites basked on the outcome of the 
dotmocracy ratings gathered at the Open House. Oral 
interviews with stakeholders and longtime residents 
also contributed to digging deeper into Nanton’s 
history.  
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Open House #1 – September 16, 2025 

Following the results of the Dotmocracy exercise, the 
heritage sites were divided into an A, B, and C list to 
help focus the research and identify six to ten heritage 
sites for further assessment and evaluation. 

A-List 
The A-List represents sites with the highest priority and 
therefore the greatest heritage value to the 
community. The A-List included: 

Keeley Hardware (1908) – 1901 20 Avenue 

Auditorium Hotel (1902) – 2001 20 Avenue 

Fetherston’s Grocery (1915) – 2112 20 Street 

Nanton Drug Company (1908) – 2114 20 Street 

Denoon’s Butcher Shop (1924) – 2116 20 Street 

Shaw and Cooper Block (1909) – 1919 20 Avenue 

B-List 
The B-List has slightly less priority than the A-List and 
of the six sites listed, two of the sties (Kinney House 
and Lockton Electric) have limited historical 
information.  

The B-List included: 

Nanton News (1908) – 1902 21 Avenue 

Nanton Telephone Exchange (1918) – 2118 20 Street 

Kinney House (1914) – 2122 20 Street 

Lockton Electric (1920) – 2129 20 Street 

Creighton Residence (1917) – 2203 – 21 Street 

Keen Hospital (1927) – 2207 20 Street 

C-List 
The C-List has the least priority and has the greatest 
mix of typologies such as a landmark, commercial, 
industrial, institutional, residential, and social use. 

The C-List included: 

Cenotaph (1927) – 1659 21 Avenue 

McLaren Bros. & Hammill (1902) – 1915 20 Avenue 

Ingram Bros. (1905) – 2007 20 Avenue 

John Deere Building (1920) – 2120 20 Street 

Malloy’s Hardware (1924) – 2121 20 Street 

Nanton United Church (1950) – 2121 21 Street 

Dr. McKeage’s Dental Office (1904) – 2204 21 Street 

Worker’s House (c1900) – 2219 20 Street 

Christ Church – Anglican (1928) – 2302-2306 20 Street 

St. Cecilia Church (c1905) – 2308 19 Street 

Masonic Hall (1906) – 2120 21 Street 

Scout Hall (1957) – 2222 18 Street 

2.6. Research and Data Collection 

The next step was to conduct research to help with the 
evaluations. The research is important and helps 
answer questions about the history of the 
municipality, and where each building fits within the 
historical mosaic of the municipality and that of the 
province. The more information a municipality has 
available, the easier it is to decide what resources are 
locally significant and subsequently providing 
convincing arguments in support of municipal 
designation. 

Primary and Secondary Sources 

Research consists of gathering information from 
primary and secondary sources. The Context Paper in 
Section 5.2. in this document provides a detailed list 
of all primary and secondary sources, as does each 
Statement of Significance in Section 6. 

Research for this project involved several sources and 
utilized such resources as local history books, Fire 
Insurance Maps, Nanton News Archives, the Bomber  
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Command Museum of Canada Archives, Library and 
Archives Canada, Provincial Archives of Alberta, 
archival sources of The University of Calgary and 
University of Edmonton, the Vulcan Advocate, the 
Canadian Register of Historic Places, surveys from the 
Alberta’s Survey Program database, Statements of 
Significance of similar typologies, journals, books, the 
internet, and local oral interviews and email, as well 
as sources to assist with archeological, cultural and 
construction trends. 

In addition to the archival research, photographs are 
instrumental in confirming the site’s location, 
architectural detailing, additions over time, adjacent 
structures, and sometimes the discovery of features 
that may have been later removed or may even exist 
under a more contemporary slipcover. 

2.7. Historical Context Paper 

As the research was underway, so was the 
development of a Nanton Historical Context Paper in 
Section 5.2. to expand the understanding of Nanton’s 
historical development, such as historical themes or 
trends, ambitious spirit, optimism, and community 
building that all help create a picture of each 
building’s place in Nanton’s history, as well as  

 

how Nanton’s history fits within Alberta’s “In Time and 
Place – Master Plan 2005,” which is an outline of 
Alberta’s history with eighteen themes in a thematic 
framework that emphasizes the social aspects of 
historical experiences. The Master Plan treats all 
heritage resources, whether buildings, portable 
objects, or archival documents, as artifacts with 
stories to tell. It also states that “the understanding 
and enjoyment of the province’s history is increased 
when a broad selection of heritage resources are 
offered protection. This publication continues to 
maintain its relevance in preserving Alberta’s history. 

2.8. Places of Interest 

The research and data collection assisted in 
identifying ten Places of Interest from the A and B-Lists 
required to move forward to the next step. However, 
three sites on the C-List were found to have a valued 
contribution and unique story apart from the other ten 
places of interest.  

Dr. McKeage’s 1905 home-based dental practice 
exemplifies the integration of professional services 
into the early daily life of Nanton and the way rural 
healthcare was delivered in Alberta at that time. 

The 1906 Nanton Masonic Hall is an excellent 
example of adaptive reuse of what was initially St. 
Andrew’s Hall, and then the Grace Hall, before the 
Freemason’s purchased the building in 1951 and 
rotated the structure 180 degrees to suit lodge use. 

And the 1957 Scout Hall, formally titles as the Nanton 
Scout-Guide Hall, represents the mid-century 
collective volunteer efforts of Nanton residents to 
build a permanent home for youth organizations to 
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learn about leadership, life skills, citizenship, and 
community engagement. 

At this point, it was decided to increase the Places of 
Interest List to thirteen sites and conduct an on-site 
survey of each building for confirmation of building 
features and further discovery. 

Places of Interest List 

1. Keeley Hardware (1908) – 1901 20 Avenue 
2. Auditorium Hotel (1902) – 2001 20 Avenue 
3. Fetherston’s Grocery (1915) – 2112 20 Street 
4. Nanton Drug Company (1908) – 2114 20 Street 
5. Denoon’s Butcher Shop (1924) – 2116 20 Street 
6. Shaw and Cooper Block (1909) – 1919 20 Avenue 
7. Nanton News (1908) – 1902 21 Avenue 
8. Nanton Telephone Exchange (1918) – 2118 20 

Street 
9. Creighton Residence (1917) – 2203 – 21 Street 
10. Keen Hospital (1927) – 2207 20 Street 
11. Dr. McKeage’s Dental Office (1904) – 2204 21 

Street 
12. Masonic Hall (1906) – 2120 21 Street 
13. Scout Hall (1957) – 2222 18 Street 

2.9. Field Assessments 

With thirteen Places of Interest identified, field surveys 
were conducted to update the province’s Heritage 
Survey database for these sites. This involved an on-
site field assessment to confirm data entries from 
previous years, photographing the sites with a 
specialized digital camera meeting provincial  

 

specifications, and entering codes that describe the 
physical features of the building, from its scale and 
footprint to every architectural element that describes 
its physical appearance, including its current 
condition and alterations to the structure. A brief 
narrative describing the history of the building, which 
is called a “tombstone” was also included with 
sources referenced. 

The updated information was then entered into the on-
line HeRMIS database, along with the digital 
photographs, for review and approval by the Alberta 
Survey Program coordinator, Dorothy Field. 

2.10. Assessment and Evaluation  

Following the completion of heritage survey form 
updates to the HeRMIS database, the information 
provided confirmation that all thirteen sites on the 
Places of Interest List should move through the 
assessment and evaluation process to become part of 
Nanton’s future Heritage Inventory eligible for 
designation.  

The evaluation criteria, designed and published by the 
province, is part of an excellent manual series called 
“Creating a Future” produced for municipalities to  

95 - Town of Nanton  

13 - Downtown 
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help them manage their historic places. Thes series is 
available on the the provinicial website through the 
Heritage Preservation Partnership Program.  

Specific criteria were designed by the province to 
evaluate historic, architectural, and contextual 
significance in a structured manner. The criteria also 
ensures evaluations are objective, consistent, and 
standardized across differenct contexts and projects. 

The Assessments and Evaluations for all thirteen 
Places of Interest can be found in Appendix A: 
Heritage Resource Assessments and Evaluations, and 
should be briefly reviewed prior to reading the 
following description that outlines  the general 
completion of these documents.  
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The forms included here provide an example of the 
Nanton and Drug Company assessment and 
evaluation, also known as Creighton Pharmacy. To be 
eligible for designation, resource must exist in its 
original location, meet a specific age threshold, and 
have integrity. Integrity means having significance for 
its association with a theme or cultural practice, and 
institution or person, its design, style or construction, 
and even its landmark value. 

A 5th criterion – D – Information Potential is excluded 
from the list as it normally applies to archaeological 
sites rather than buildings. Thus, only criteria that 
apply are listed for each site. 

After identifying which criteria apply, the historical 
context of the building is summarized to understand 
its history, its role in Nanton’s development, and its 
architectural features. This helps understand if the 
building has municipal significance. For instance, the 
Nanton Drug Company is significant in the theme of 
health care and commerce, its association with 
railway-era town development, and its association  

 

with Dr. John Creighton, one of Nanton’s earliest 
physicians and civic leaders. It also represents the 
vernacular of its era, served as a cultural and medical 
landmark, and survived the 1924 fire. 

Next, the Character-Defining Elements that are 
visually evident and speak to the building’s integrity 
are listed, such as location, form and massing, its 
physical features, and its associations with Dr. 
Creighton.  

Certain aspects of the resource’s historic identity, 
called “Aspects of Integrity” also need to be retained 
for the building to communicate its historic 
significance. The aspects of integrity include: location, 
design, environment, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association, and even though retention of all is 
not necessary, the Nanton Drug Company does retain 
all aspects of integrity.  
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The last step is the Integrity Assessment which 
determines if the resource retains its ability to convey 
its historical significance. The question becomes, “As 
it exists today, Is there sufficient integrity in the 
Nanton Drug Company building to communicate its 
heritage value?” The answer is yes, which is then fully 
described in the evaluation’s Statement of Integrity at 
the end fo the document, including a 
recommendation to designate the building as a 
Municipal Historic Resource. 

Again, the Assessments and Evaluations for all 
thirteen Places of Interest can be found in Appendix A: 
Heritage Resource Assessments and Evaluations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.10. Statement of Significance  

The next step is drafting a Statement of Significance to 
add the resource to a Municipal Inventory, which is a 
list of resources that have been evaluated by the 
municipality and determined to be eligible for 
municipal designation. 

The Statement of Significance includes three sections: 

Description of Resource:  

The first section answers the question – “What is the 
resource?” – The description is like painting a picture 
of the building and describing what it looks like, its 
location, year of construction and its features. 

Heritage Value: 

The second section is a description of Heritage Value 
that answers the question – “Why is this resource 
important or significant?” – It draws on all the 
Significance Criteria selected in the evaluation and 
explains them separately, if necessary. 
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Character-Defining Elements (CDEs): 

The third section is a list of Character-Defining 
Elements that answers the question – “What features 
embody the heritage value of the resource?” Principal 
features are identified, such as location, form and 
massing, roof shape, materials, spatial configurations, 
uses, and cultural associations or meanings that 
contribute to its heritage value. The CDEs provide 
guidance to the building owner, planners, architects, 
and others who might be involved in conserving or 
rehabilitating the building, or preparing project 
proposals related to the resource. 

Research sources are also listed for future reference if 
the document needs to be revised for any reason. And 
for this reason, the document is normally referred to 
as a “Draft” Statement of Significance as it is actually 
a “living document” that can be updated or revised 
anytime up to the point of heritage designation. 

Statements of Significance for all thirteen buildings 
are provided in Section 7 of this document. 

2.11. Stakeholder Feedback 

Stakeholders had the opportunity to provide feedback 
on the Statements of Significance, and the 
assessment and evaluation and survey form update 
for each of the thirteen heritage resources at an Open 
House that also served to guide them through the 
process of heritage site identification, survey updates, 
the evaluation process, and the structure of a 
Statement of Significance. 

The session also opened up discussion on what 
heritage designation means to the building owner, and 
the benefits that come with designation. 

Open House #2 – January 14, 2026 

Following the results of the survey updates, the 
assessment and evaluation of each site, and the 
drafting of Statements of Significance, the thirteen 
Places of Interest were presented to the stakeholders 
with recommendations for Municipal Heritage 
Designation. Statements of Significance are located in 
Section 7 of this document. 
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3.1 Successes and Challenges 

The Nanton Heritage Building Evaluation Project has 
unfolded as a deeply collaborative, research-driven 
initiative that strengthened the community’s 
understanding of its historic places. Its progress 
reflects both notable achievements and the practical 
challenges inherent in documenting a century of built 
history. 

Successes 

1. A Comprehensive, Town-Wide Understanding of 
Heritage Resources 

The project successfully brought together survey data, 
archival research, and on-the-ground fieldwork to 
create the most complete picture to date of Nanton’s 
heritage buildings. For the first time, the Town now has 
consistent, designation-ready evaluations and 
Statements of Significance for priority sites, supported 
by a clear historical context. 

2. Strong Community Engagement and Visibility 

Public interest exceeded expectations. Open Houses, 
social media updates, and local media coverage 
helped residents see the project as a shared effort 
rather than a technical exercise. Some community 
members contributed insights that enriched the 
historical narratives. 

 

3. Clear, Professional Documentation for Future 
Planning 

The project produced polished Statements of 
Significance, updated survey forms, and a contextual 
framework that will guide municipal decision-making 
for years. This documentation gives Council and 
administration a reliable foundation for designation, 
development review, and long-term conservation 
planning. 

4. Strengthened Municipal Capacity 

Staff and council gained a deeper understanding of 
heritage evaluation processes, criteria, and 
conservation principles. This capacity building 
ensures that heritage considerations can be 
integrated more confidently into planning and policy 
discussions.  

Challenges 

1. Gaps and Inconsistencies in Historical Records 
Some buildings lacked clear histories, or archival 
photographs. Reconciling conflicting sources required 
careful interpretation, and in some cases, the project 
had to acknowledge uncertainty rather than force a 
definitive conclusion. 

 

3. Project Outcome 
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2. Balancing Technical Rigor with Public 
Accessibility 

Heritage evaluation is methodical and criteria-driven, 
but public audiences often prefer narrative 
storytelling. Translating technical assessments into 
engaging, plain-language materials for Open Houses 
and media outreach required additional time and 
thoughtful communication. 

3. Managing Expectations Around Designation 

Many residents were enthusiastic about the project, 
but some were unsure whether evaluation and the 
Statement of Significance meant automatic 
designation. Clarifying the distinction between survey, 
evaluation, and formal protection was important to 
ensure clarity. 

4. Time and Resource Constraints 

Evaluating thirteen priority buildings in depth – while 
updating the broader survey – required significant 
coordination. Fieldwork, archival research, and 
drafting had to be balanced with municipal timelines, 
grant requirements, and the realities of a small-
community context. 

Overall, the Nanton Heritage Building Project stands 
as a major step forward in understanding and 
celebrating the town’s historic places. Its success lie 
in the quality of research, the strength of community 
participation, and the creation of tools that will guide 
heritage stewardship for years to come. At the same 
time, the project navigated the real-world challenges 
of limited records, communication complexity, and 
the need to balance ambition with available 
resources. 

Together, these experiences reflect a community that 
values its past and is actively shaped how that past 
informs the future. 

3.2 Recommendations 

The Heritage Building Evaluation Project has provided 
the Town of Nanton with a comprehensive 
understanding of its historic resources. Updated 
survey information, detailed Statements of 
Significance, and a community-informed historical 
context now form a solid foundation for long-term 
heritage stewardship. The following integrated 

recommendations outline strategic actions for 
Council’s consideration.. 

1. Adopt the Evaluation Findings as a Municipal 
Planning Resource 

The Statements of Significance, survey updates, and 
context paper should be formally adopted as 
reference documents within the Town’s planning 
framework. Adoption ensures that heritage value is 
consistently considered during development review 
and municipal decision-making. 

2.  Prepare a Designation Bylaw 

To support future municipal designations, the Town 
should prepare a standard Designation Bylaw 
template. This provides a clear legal framework for 
protecting heritage properties and ensures that the 
designation process is efficient, transparent, and 
aligned with provincial requirements. 

3. Identify Priority Buildings for Potential Municipal 
Designation 

The project identified several buildings with strong 
heritage value, integrity, and community visibility. 
Council may wish to select a small number of these 
properties for further exploration of municipal 
designation, undertaken collaboratively with property 
owners.  

4. Form a Heritage Advisory Committee 
Establishing a Heritage Advisory Committee would 
provide Council with community-based expertise and 
support. The committee could review heritage 
applications, advise on policy development, and 
assist with public engagement and education 
initiatives. 

5. Strengthen Ongoing Engagement With Property 
Owners 

Continued outreach is essential to building trust and 
supporting informed decision-making. The Town 
should ensure that owners are aware of the free 
advisory services available from the Provincial 
Conservation Advisor, who can provide guidance on 
designation benefits, responsibilities, and 
conservation techniques. 
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6. Develop a Heritage Conservation Policy or 
Framework 

A concise policy or framework would clarify how 
heritage value is addressed in planning processes, 
outline criteria for selecting future designation 
candidates, and establish expectations for alteration 
to heritage buildings. 

7. Develop Design Guidelines for Heritage Buildings 

Design guidelines tailored to Nanton’s historic 
building stock would provide clear expectations for 
alterations, additions, and new construction. 
Guidelines help ensure that changes respect historic 
character while offering practical direction for owners 
and applicants. 

8. Continue Expanding and Updating the Heritage 
Survey 

Several areas and building types remain under-
documented. The Town should apply for a grant to 
complete a Residential Heritage Survey, which will 
help identify additional properties of interest and 
support future evaluation work. 

9. Develop a Heritage Resource Management Plan 
A Heritage Resource Management Plan would 
establish long-term goals, priorities, and processes for 
managing heritage resources. The plan can outline 
designation strategies, conservation tools, incentive 
options, and integration with broader municipal 
planning initiatives. 

10. Investigate the Creation of a Downtown Historic 
District 

The downtown core exhibits strong historic character 
and community value. Council may consider 
investigating the feasibility of establishing a Downtown 
Historic District to support revitalization, tourism, and 
consistent design standards. 

11. Initiate a Building Plaque Program 
A building plaque program would celebrate Nanton’s 
history and make it visible to residents and visitors. 
Plaques can highlight significant buildings, themes, 
and stories, contributing to community pride and 
enhancing the visitor experience. 

 

12. Integrate Heritage Into Broader Municipal 
Initiatives 

The project’s findings can inform a range of municipal 
priorities, including downtown revitalization, tourism 
development, wayfinding, and community branding. 
Integrating heritage into these initiatives positions 
Nanton’s historic places as strategic assets that 
contribute to economic development and community 
identity. 

13. Maintain Public Engagement and Visibility 
The strong public response to the project highlights 
the community’s interest in local history. Ongoing 
engagement—through public updates, recognition 
programs, interpretive materials, and partnerships 
with local cultural organizations—will help sustain 
momentum and reinforce the value of Nanton’s 
heritage resources. 

These integrated recommendations build on the solid 
foundation established through the Heritage Building 
Evaluation Project. By preparing the key tools, 
expanding documentation, supporting property 
owners, and embedding heritage into broader 
municipal priorities, Council can steward Nanton’s 
historic places with clarity, confidence, and long-term 
vision. 
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Preserving and protecting heritage buildings in Nanton 
is a cornerstone of the community’s revitalization 
strategy. plays a crucial role in revitalizing urban areas. 
These historic structures not only embody the town’s 
unique character and history, but they also serve as 
powerful drivers of local economic growth. By 
maintaining and repurposing heritage buildings, 
Nanton attracts new businesses, professional 
services, and educational opportunities, transforming 
these sites into vibrant hubs for commerce and civic 
engagement. 

Revitalizing the historic downtown district – 
encompassing both buildings and landscapes – 
directly enhances the quality of life for residents and 
visitors. Community-led initiatives, such as the 
Antique and Art Walk of Alberta and Doors Open 
events, foster active participation among seniors and 
youth, strengthening social bonds and encouraging 
ongoing involvement in local life. Heritage buildings 
are increasingly sought-after venues that bridge 
generations, offering vibrant spaces for businesses, 
professional services, education and civic 
engagement, while celebrating shared history. 

Most importantly, heritage conservation delivers 
substantial economic benefits. Restored heritage 
buildings support local businesses, increase property  

 

 

values, and stimulate tourism, all of which contribute 
to sustainable development and long-term prosperity 
for Nanton. By investing in its historic assets, the town 
insures that its rich past continues to generate 
tangible value for current and future generations. 

4.1. Why Preserve Heritage Buildings 

Preserving heritage buildings is essential for 
maintaining community identity, fostering pride, and 
connecting present generations with the past. The 
Town of Nanton can enhance its unique character by 
identifying and protecting their historic assets for 
future generations. 

The following list outlines some of the reasons why 
heritage buildings should be preserved: 

1. Community Pride – Owners of historic properties 
take pride in their properties and choose to 
maintain them diligently. By doing so, they 
contribute to the preservation of historic 
properties that form an integral part of Nanton’s 
rich architectural legacy. 

2. Adaptability/Sustainability – Repurposing historic 
buildings is a form of recycling that prevents 
demolition and reduces landfill waste. Adapting 
these buildings for new purposes revitalizes the 
streetscape and promotes environmental 
sustainability. 

4. The Benefits of Heritage Conservation 
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3. Economic Growth – By leveraging Nanton’s 
history and historic character, new investment 
and respectful development can be attracted. 
The conservation and protection of Nanton’s 
historic buildings can serve as a marketing tool to 
drive economic growth and cultural sustainability 
in the downtown area. 

4. Tourism – Heritage conservation attracts tourists 
and is one of the fastest growing sectors of the 
tourism industry. Preserving and adapting 
Nanton’s historic buildings allows the retention of 
its history while creating opportunities for 
historical, architectural, and cultural attractions. 

5. Urban Design – Historic buildings contribute to 
the unique sense of time and place in downtown 
Nanton. They create a pedestrian-friendly 
environment with warm, natural textures and 
reflect the rich traditions of the community, 
linking to the events, people, activities, and 
architectural styles that have shaped Nanton’s 
identity. Heritage preservation is environmentally- 
friendly, pedestrian-friendly, and age-friendly. 

6. Job Creation – The rehabilitation of historic 
buildings can utilize local and regional skills, 
labour, services, and materials. It often requires 
the craftsmanship of specialized trades, leading 
to training and development in these 
specializations within the local job market. 

7. Tax Base Stability – Municipalities can strengthen 
their local tax base by retaining, enhancing, 
rehabilitating, conserving, and adapting existing 
historic buildings for new functions. 

8. Property Value Stability – Historic buildings are 
desirable places to live and work when well-
maintained. Their property values remain stable 
and are often less affected by market fluctuations 
due to the value of the historic character these 
buildings contribute. 

9. Funding Access – At the request of the building 
owner, the municipality can protect the property 
by designating the historic building as a Municipal 
Historic Resource. The owner then has ongoing 
access, through an application, to provincial 
heritage building conservation funding through 

Alberta’s Heritage Preservation Partnership 
Program. 

10. Expert Guidance – If an owner of a heritage 
property is interested in conserving their heritage 
building, the Municipality can provide advice to 
help maintain, preserve, or sympathetically 
develop the property in a manner that ensures the 
building is protected in the best interest of its 
character-defining elements. 

4.2. The Benefits of Heritage Designation 

Heritage designation helps protect the unique 
character and value of historic buildings. Owners 
benefit from increased property stability and may 
access grants for repairs. Sensitive renovations are 
allowed, provided they respect the building’s heritage 
features. By conserving these places, communities 
support local economies, foster tourism, and preserve 
their shared identity and history for future generations. 

The following list outlines some of the benefits of 
heritage designation: 

1. Getting a historic designation usually increases 
property value. Studies show that properties with 
historic designation, as well as historic districts or 
historic main streets, tend to increase in value 
and are more stable during economic downturns. 

2. Conservation of historic places is for all kinds of 
buildings. Significant historic buildings are not 
just large architectural gems. Any heritage 
building, regardless of size or simplicity, is valued 
for its cultural and social significance. 

3. Heritage designation is good for the economy. 
Heritage conservation is the foundation of many 
vibrant and economically sound tourist 
destinations in North America and around the 
world. Protecting and rehabilitating historic 
buildings has revitalized many historic main 
streets and residential districts in the province 
and North America. 

4.  Conserving the building uses fewer new 
materials. Using fewer new materials benefits the 
local economy by encouraging the use of local 
trades, supplies and equipment. This keeps the 
cost of these items with the local economy. 
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5. Historic buildings need to be safe. Many historic 
buildings were built more soundly than some 
contemporary buildings. However, some may 
need retrofits to increase structural stability or 
safety, but the building codes provide provisions 
for “grandfathering” to meet existing codes. 

6. Designation as a “Municipal Historic Resource” 
protects the building forever. The designation 
does not support demolition and requires the 
building to be maintained in at least fair 
condition. The only exception is if the Municipality 
withdraws the designation bylaw or if the building 
is completely destroyed. 

7. The building owner can still make sensitive 
changes to the historic building. Owners cannot 
destroy the building, but they can make sensitive 
alterations or additions as long as they respect 
the building’s heritage value and do not impact 
the character-defining elements listed in the 
Statement of Significance. Owners also have 
access to the Standards and Guidelines for the 
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, which 
provide guidance on repairs, as well as 
appropriate preservation, rehabilitation, and/or 
restoration activities. 

8. Historic buildings must follow development 
regulations too. All development must comply 
with zoning and development regulations and 
standards to protect public interest, the building 
owner’s interest, and the building’s interest by 
preventing inappropriate development. 

9. Purchasing a heritage building is a great 
investment because there may be government 
grants to help with repair or rehabilitation costs. 
Owners of heritage buildings may access 
government grants to reduce repair and 
maintenance costs. After designation, 
applications can be submitted to Alberta’s 
Preservation Partnership Program for potential 
funding. 

10. Conserving our heritage grounds us. It is not 
about saving everything old. It is about saving 
what defines us, what makes us a better 
community, what sustains us, and what 
contributes to our unique quality and vibrancy.  

4.3. The Process of Heritage Designation 

To designate a historic site in Alberta, its heritage 
value is assessed and described. The property owner 
and municipality work together, and Town Council 
issues a Notice of Intention to designate, sometimes 
sharing it publicly by advertising the intention in the 
local press. After a 60-day waiting period for feedback, 
council may pass a bylaw to officially protect the site 
and register the designation bylaw on the property 
title. The site can then be nominated for listing on the 
Alberta Register of Historic Places, and building owner 
may benefit from grants and recognition. 

The following list outlines the process of heritage 
designation: 

1.  To determine if a place is worthy of protection it is 
essential to understand its heritage value and 
write a Statement of Significance. This statement 
provides a description of the resource, explains it 
s heritage value, and lists the character-defining 
elements that need to be protected to maintain is 
integrity. 

2. Municipal council considers designation. This 
requires a partnership between the owner and the 
municipality based on understanding the heritage 
values of the place. It is important that the 
designation process proceeds with the approval 
of the property owner. 

3. Council issues the property owner with a Notice 
of Intention (NOI) to design the place as a 
Municipal Historic Resource. With the owner’s 
agreement, council passes a motion for the 
written notice, which must occur 60 days before 
the council considers a designation bylaw. 

4. Council advertises the Notice of Intention. 
Although not required, many municipalities 
choose to advertise the notice to ensure that the 
designation has informed public support. 

5. A 60-day waiting period follows. This enables the 
owner to review all documentation and provides 
time for any public response following the 
advertisement of the Notice of Intention. 

6. Council considers a bylaw to designate as a 
Municipal Historic Resource. Designation occurs 
when council passes a bylaw declaring the site a 
Municipal Historic Resource under the Historical 
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Resources Act.  Council cannot consider the 
bylaw until the 60-day notice period has elapsed. 
Once this period has expired, council can 
proceed with the designation bylaw, which is 
managed in the same manner as a regular bylaw. 

7. Bylaw is registered on the title of the designated 
property and provided to the property owner. This 
ensures that anyone with an interest in the 
property understands its status as a Municipal 
Historic Resource and that present and future 
owners are aware of the municipality’s 
expectations for conservation. 

8. The site is nominated for listing on the Alberta 
Register of Historic Places. Although not required, 
municipalities are encouraged to nominate 
Municipal Historic Resources for this listing. 

9. Designation opens doors for the property owner 
in the form of potential government grants and 
the prestige of owning a designated heritage 
property. With the successful design, the property 
owner may have access to ongoing government 
funding to help with repairing, maintaining, and 
rehabilitating the resource.  
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5.1. Thematic Framework 

The thematic framework for the Town of Nanton is 
based on Alberta’s "In Time and Place, Master Plan 
2005," which guides the preservation, protection, and 
presentation of the province’s history. This approach 
emphasizes local development themes to ensure 
relevance to community values and conditions. It 
enables the identification of unique heritage values 
and clarifies the significance of each historic resource 
within the broader context of Nanton’s evolution and 
Alberta’s history. 

The framework assists in organizing the community’s 
history by contextualizing historic sites, notable 
individuals, and key events. It promotes a broad and 
inclusive definition of heritage resources, encourages 
understanding of their interrelationships, and 
supports the preservation of intellectual, material, and 
experiential components. While the provincial 
framework considers Canada’s national historical 
themes, the Nanton Heritage Building Evaluation 
Project prioritizes local and provincial context, aligning 
with Alberta’s thematic approach for effective heritage 
conservation.  

5. Nanton Historical Context Paper 
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5.2. Historical Context Paper 

Introduction 

This context paper explores the rich and layered 
history of the Town of Nanton, Alberta, through the 
lens of the province’s “In Time and Place” thematic 
approach. By tracing the evolution of Nanton from its 
prehistoric foundations to its emergence as a vibrant 
rural community, the paper situates local 
developments within broader patterns of Alberta’s 
past. The narrative begins with the ancient landscapes 
shaped by glacial forces and Indigenous stewardship, 
moves through the fur trade era and early settlement, 
and follows the town’s growth in agriculture, 
transportation, and industry. Each chapter highlights 
how natural resources, cultural exchanges, and 
community initiatives have shaped Nanton’s identity 
over time. In doing so, this paper not only documents 
the milestones and challenges faced by Nanton, but 
also reflects on the enduring connections between 
people, place, and history in southern Alberta. 

Prehistoric Foundations 

Long before the town of Nanton was established in 
1903, its landscape was part of a dynamic prehistoric 
world shaped by ancient seas, glacial forces, and 
Indigenous presence. Situated in southern Alberta 
near Mosquito Creek, Nanton lies atop sedimentary 
bedrock formed during the Cretaceous period,1 when 
much of the province was submerged beneath the 
Western Interior Seaway—a vast inland sea that left 
behind marine fossils and rich deposits of sandstone 
and shale.2 

As the Ice Age ended roughly 12,000 years ago, glacial 
meltwaters carved the foothills and plains, depositing 
fertile soils that would later support agriculture and 

 
1 Alberta Geological Survey, Geology of Southern Alberta, Alberta 
Energy Regulator, accessed October 27, 2025, 
https://static.ags.aer.ca/files/document/MAP/Map_601.pdf. 
2 Aaron Kilmury, “Western Interior Seaway,” The Canadian 
Encyclopedia, February 28, 2025, accessed October 28, 2025, 
https://www.the canadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/western-
interior-seaway. 
3 Britannica, “Meltwater deposits,” accessed October 28, 2025, 
https://www.britannica.com/science/glacial-
landform/Meltwater-deposits. 

settlement.3 These post-glacial landscapes became 
seasonal hunting grounds for Indigenous peoples, 
who followed bison herds and left behind 
archaeological traces such as stone tools and 
campsites throughout the Foothills region.4 While no 
major prehistoric sites have been documented directly 
within Nanton’s town limits, its proximity to known 
sites near the Porcupine Hills and Highwood River 
suggests it was part of a broader cultural corridor used 
for thousands of years.5 

The prehistoric legacy of the land continued to shape 
Nanton’s development. The town’s early success as a 
ranching and farming hub was made possible by the 
ancient processes that formed its soils and terrain.6 
Even today, the subtle contours of the land—its 
coulees, creek beds, and glacial till—echo the deep 
time that preceded settlement. 

In this way, Nanton’s story within Prehistoric Alberta is 
not defined by dramatic fossil finds or monumental 
ruins, but by its embeddedness in a landscape 
shaped over eons. From ancient seas to Indigenous 
stewardship, the land beneath Nanton holds a quiet 
but profound record of Alberta’s deep past. 

Fur Trade 

Peter Fidler was the first European-born traveler to 
explore the Nanton region, seeking to expand the fur 
trade for the Hudson’s Bay Company. Fedler’s 
extensive career with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
included surveying and mapping the western plains. 
His journals detail his travels through the Porcupine 
Hills, which was known as “the gap”, where the 
Oldman River originates from the mountains.7 and 
interactions with Indigenous peoples in the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountains. His work contributed 

4 Alberta Government, “Aboriginal Peoples of Alberta: Yesterday, 
Today and Tomorrow,” November 1, 2013, 1.  
5 Alberta Government, “Aboriginal Peoples of Alberta”. 
6 Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek 
Roundup: Nanton-Parkland (Nanton, AB: Nanton and District 
Historical Society, 1975), 10. 
7 Peter Fidler, Journal of a Journey over Land from Buckingham 
House to the Rocky Mountains in 1792-93, except from Fidler’s 
Journal, accessed October 30, 2025, 
http://www.ulethbridge.ca/lib/digitized_collections/ourheritage/i
ndex_page_stuff/following_trails/fidler/Fidler1.html. 
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significantly to the mapping and understanding of the 
region’s geography and fur trade networks.8 9 10 
Subsequent fur traders traveling between Fort 
Macleod and Calgary followed established Indigenous 
trails, which ran approximately two kilometers west of 
what would become Nanton and crossed Mosquito 
Creek three kilometers to the north. These routes, 
such as the Old Macleod Trail, were vital for 
transporting goods and were used long before the 
arrival of the railway, reflecting the deep historical 
connections between Indigenous travel networks and 
the fur trade.11 12 13 

Aboriginal Life 

The earliest known inhabitants of the Nanton region in 
southern Alberta were Indigenous groups who settled 
in the area after the last glacial period, over 13,000 
years ago.14 The Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump 
Interpretive Centre, located south of Nanton, provides 
a comprehensive overview of the 6,000-year history of 
Plains Buffalo Culture.15 Additionally, the Old 
Women’s Buffalo Jump, situated to the north of 
Nanton and west of Cayley, was utilized for 
approximately 2,000 years beginning in 500 CE.16 
Radiocarbon dating has also provided evidence of an 
earlier Indigenous presence in the area.17 

Closer to Nanton, rock art was found at William’s 
Coulee in the Porcupine Hills, ten kilometres west of 

 
8 “Barbara Belyea, David J. Wishart, ed., “FIDLER, PETER (1769-
1822),” Encyclopedia of the Great Plains, accessed October 27, 
2025, https://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/.  
9 “Peter Fidler,” Wikipedia, accessed October 27, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Fidler. 
10 Robert S. Allen, “FIDLER, PETER,” Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography, vol. 6, University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003-. 
Accessed October 30, 2025, 
https://www.biographi.ca/en/bio.php?Biold=36989. 
11 Stephen Strand, “Historic Trade Route Still Has a Presence in 
the Foothills,” OkotoksOnline, October 7, 2024, accessed 
October 30, 2025, https://okotoksonline.com/articles/historic-
trade-route-still-has-a-prescence-in-the-foothills. 
12 Scott Berthelette, “Fur Trade Route Networks,” The Canadian 
Encyclopedia, February 2, 2023, accessed October 27, 2025, 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/fur-trade-
routes. 
13 Alberta Register of Historic Places, Macleod Trail Cultural 
Landscape, Government of Alberta, accessed October 27, 2025, 
https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=1&ObjectI
D=4664-0450. 

the town. The site, dated to 1500 CE,18 is described as 
“…one of the most vivid, compelling, and most 
complete views of Biographical rock art outside of 
Writing-on-Stone”.19 

Nanton is situated within the territory defined by the 
1877 Treaty 7, an agreement between the Crown and 
the member First Nations of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy. The Blackfoot Confederacy inhabited 
the southern plains, where they hunted bison for 
sustenance and clothing. 

Resource Development 

The Findlay brothers established a lumber camp in the 
hills west of Nanton, and according to a 1903 article 
published in the Nanton News, they produced one 
million feet of lumber, which was used in constructing 
many of Nanton’s early buildings.20 

In 1931, rumors of gold in the mountains west of 
Nanton sparked a brief gold rush and renewed interest 
in the legendary Lost Lemon Mine. The Lost Lemon 
Mine story, which dates back to the late 19th century, 
involves tales of murder, mystery, and a lost gold vein 
that prospectors have searched for over generations. 
Reports from that year mention a gold deposit 
discovered at the headwaters of Livingstone River, 
although geological surveys indicate that gold found in 
Alberta rivers is typically fine “flour gold” and not 
easily recovered in large quantities.21  

14 Alberta.ca, Archaeological Sites Alberta, accessed August 15, 
2025, https://www.alberta.ca/archaeological-sites-alberta. 
15 “Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump Interpretive Centre, “About 
The Jump!,” Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jum World Heritage Site, 
accessed October 28, 2025, https://headsmashedin.ca/about-
jump. 
16 Canadian Register of Historic Places, Old Women Buffalo 
Jump, accessed October 5, 2025, 
https://parks.canada.ca/culture/designation/lieu-site/old-
women-buffalo-jump. 
17 Canadian Register of Historic Places, Old Women Buffalo 
Jump. 
18 Jack Brink, The Rock Art of the Williams Coulee Site, EcPl-16, 
Southwestern Alberta (Edmonton: Archaeological Survey of 
Alberta, April 13, 2008), 48. 
19 Brink, The Rock Art of the Williams Coulee Site, 49. 
20 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 138. 
21 “Lost Lemon Mine, Wikipedia & Mysteries of Canada, 
accessed October 27, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_Lemon_Mine.  
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During this gold rush period, Marshall Brothers 
Hardware in Nanton reportedly received a letter from a 
Vancouver company offering gold panning equipment, 
reflecting the surge in local interest in prospecting and 
mining supplies.22 

Transportation 

Early traders traveling between Fort Macleod and Fort 
Calgary relied on established Indigenous pathways.23 
Before the Calgary and Edmonton (C&E) Railway was 
built, most supplies and goods arrived by pack trains 
of horses and mules from Fort Benton, Montana, with 
many items originating in New Orleans and 
transported via the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers to 
Fort Benton. 

The completion of the railway between Calgary and 
Fort Macleod in 1892, with Thomas Field as the 
section man in Nanton, marked a turning point. The 
first building in what would become Nanton was the 
section house for the C&E Railway, which also served 
as accommodation for travelers before a hotel was 
available.24 

The railway connected the region to the outside world 
and dramatically reduced travel times. An 18-hour 
train journey between Calgary and Edmonton was 

 
22 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 90-92. 
23 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 11. 
24 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 137. 
25 Tony Cashman, A Picture of Alberta (Edmonton: Hurtig 
Publishers, 1979), 39. 
26 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 188. 

much faster than the previous five-day stagecoach 
trip.25 

Roads gradually improved over time, with the 
construction of a steel bridge over Mosquito Creek 
and some roads being gravelled. However, road 
maintenance was a persistent challenge, as winter 
snow and spring rains often made roads impassable. 
Local farmers frequently repaired roads themselves.26 

In 1929, the Auto Trails Association established a new 
'auto trail' through Nanton, designed so vehicles 
would pass by every local garage.27 One notable 
garage was a concrete building constructed by Julius 
Osterbauer around 1917 for Gordon Hewer, the Buick 
agent.  Hewer operated the garage until 1920, after 
which it was sold to Galloway and Bentley. Galloway 
continued to run the garage until 1935.28 

 
 
 

  

27 University of Lethbridge Library, Nanton News (Southern 
Alberta Collection, September 12, 1929), accessed December 
4, 2025, 
https://digitallibrary.uleth.ca/digital/collection/sanews/search/s
earchterm/nanton+news/field/title/mode/all/conn/and/order/da
te/ad/asc/cosuppress/1.  
28 Osler, Hammond & Nanton, New Homes, Free Farms in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, Western Canada (Winnipeg: Osler, 
Hammond & Nanton, ca. 1901). 

Figure 2.  Hewer Garage - Glenbow Archives NA-3535-36, 
Glenbow Museum - public domain 

Figure 1.  Nanton Train Station – Nanton & District Historical 
Society 
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Agricultural Development 

By the 1880s, the federal government had surveyed 
the southern Alberta region and offered ranchers 
leases of up to 10,000 acres for one cent per year.29 
This policy is documented in local histories such as 
Mosquito Creek Roundup and Alberta government 
land records. Both cattle companies and individual 
ranchers established operations in the area, driving 
herds north from Montana. 

Many of these ranches, including the Oxley Ranch and 
the Walrond Ranch (now Waldron), have operated for 
more than 140 years. The Northwest Cattle 
Company’s legacy continues as the Bar U National 

 
29 Alberta Department of Industry and Development, Survey of 
Nanton (Edmonton: Government of Alberta, 1960), 2. 

Historic Site, recognized by 
Parks Canada for its role in 
Alberta’s ranching history.  

In 1893, the Winnipeg-
based company Osler, 
Hammond & Nanton 
managed the sale of “New 
Homes…Free Farms” along 
the Calgary & Edmonton 
(C&E) rail right-of-way. Sir 
Augustus Nanton, the 
company’s president, gave 
his name to the town. The 
company promoted even 
numbered  
sections of Dominion 
Government land as free 
homesteads for settlers, 
while odd-numbered sections were available for 

Figure 3.  Round up crew on CC Ranch near Nanton - Glenbow 
Museum - public domain 

 

Figure 4.  Homestead Shack - Glenbow Museum - public domain 

Figure 5. Osler, 
Hammond, Nanton 
Pamphlet - Archive.org 

Figure 6.  Sir Augustus Nanton, early 1900s - Glenbow 
Museum - public domain 
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purchase at $2.50 per acre. These details are 
supported by historical land sale advertisements and 
local government archives.30 

The first shipment of grain from Nanton by rail 
occurred in 1905, from the farm of A.E. Burnett, with 
the grain sent directly to Winnipeg.31  

The construction of the first grain elevator in 1906 by 
the Nanton Lumber and Grain Company marked the 
beginning of large-scale grain handling in the region. 
By the 1920s, seven elevators operated along the C&E 
rail line, handling up to one million bushels of grain 
annually.32 Elevator companies also engaged in the 
coal business, with coal mined locally and 
transported by train from southern Alberta, then 
stored in sheds near the elevators. These 
developments are documented in local newspapers 
and historical society publications. 

 
30 Osler, Hammond and Nanton, New Homes, Free Farms. 
31 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 177. 
32 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 188. 

It was common for residents to combine town life with 
agricultural pursuits. Bernard Kinney’s family lived in a 
one-storey wood-frame house on Shaw (20th) Street. 
His parents, William and Anna (Dunn) Kinney, 
originally from Illinois, settled northeast of Nanton in 
the early 1900s to farm. After William’s death in 1929, 
Anna and later Bernard continued the farm 
operations.  

Urban Development 

In 1880-81, Joe Trollinger, a former American army 
soldier, and his wife Lucy constructed a sod building 
at Mosquito Creek Crossing, serving as a stopping 
place along the Fort Macleod-Calgary trail. Trollinger, 
once a whisky trader, became known for his gardening 
skills, while Lucy’s cooking earned their establishment 
a reputation as a “popular eating spot.” Notable 
guests included Governor General Marquis of Lorne 
and Bishop Pinkham, who praised Lucy’s culinary 
talents in his diary.33 

The townsite that would become Nanton was selected 
by Osler, Hammond, and Nanton.34 The first 
commercial buildings appeared in 1902, including 
Hugh M. Shaw’s general store and machinery 
business, the Auditorium Hotel, blacksmith shops 
operated by Ianson and William White, Ingram’s Meat 
Market, and White’s boarding house. 

33 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek Round 
Up, 1975, 13. 
34 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 170. 

Figure 7. Nanton Grain Elevators - Archive.org 

Figure 8.  Half-way house near Nanton, Alberta - Archive.org 

Figure 9.  Ingram’s Meat Market, 1906-07 - Glenbow Archives 
NA-3535-19, Glenbow Museum - public domain 
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Walter Donnelly moved to Nanton in 1914, working as 
a buyer for the N. Bawlf Grain Company and later as 
elevator manager until 1940.35 His family lived in a 
modest home on Shaw (20th) Street, constructed by 
the railway around 1900.36 This property, known as the 
Donnelly House, was reportedly owned by the grain 
company.37 

In 1941, Clyde Stroud became elevator manager, 
residing in the elevator house on main street with his 
family until their relocation to Oregon in 1948. 

Efforts to secure a reliable water source began in 
1904, with a proposed pipeline from a spring ten 
kilometers west of the village, though the plan was 
deemed too costly.38 In 1909, the town hired Galt and 
Smith to investigate a gravity water system from local 
springs, which eventually became Nanton’s water 
source in 1955.39 

 
35 University of Lethbridge Library, Nanton News (“W.S. Donnelly 
Passes in Nanton”, 1949-09-01), 1. 
36 M. Kimmerly, email message to author, October 29, 2025. 
37 Alberta Heritage Survey, HS 26146, 1981. 
38 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 49. 
39 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 178. 

That same year, land was purchased east of the 
railway for an electrical power plant. Initially powered 
by coal, the plant switched to natural gas in 1917 and 
only generated power at night. After a fire destroyed 
the plant, an agreement with Calgary Power ensured 
continued electricity supply, with local distribution 
lines connected to the main transmission line. Calgary 
Power had a local office for a period before operations 
were moved to High River.40 

A volunteer fire brigade formed in 1911 played a 
crucial role in stopping two fires the following year, 
notably preventing the destruction of the Nanton 
Hotel.41 

Politics and Government 

During a period of rapid development, Nanton was 
officially incorporated as a village on June 22, 1903. 
Jim Bender was elected as the first overseer, serving 
as the sole elected official at the time. Just over four 
years later, in 1907, the province approved Nanton’s 
incorporation as a town. The current overseer, Hugh 
Shaw, was instructed to organize an election for a 
council consisting of a mayor and six councillors. John 
Cooper was subsequently elected as the first mayor.42 

Health 

The first physician in the Nanton area was Dr. John A. 
Creighton, who established his homestead just east of 
town and operated his medical office in the Ingram 
Building on Railway (20th) Avenue. In 1908, Dr. 
Creighton and Dr. G.M. Robertson acquired the 
Nanton Drug Company. 

Efforts to build a hospital in Nanton began in 1905 
when a group of local women organized a fundraiser 
and secured a parcel of land on Shaw (20th) Street 
from the town. Despite these efforts, the hospital 
project did not receive enough support to proceed.43 

40 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 125,153, 178. 
41 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 176. 
42 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup: Nanton-Parkland, vol. 2 (Mosquito Creek Historical 
Society, 2005), 137. 
43 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 182. 

Figure 10.  Worker's House - Prairie Towns website 

Figure 11.  Railway Avenue, 1913-19 - Glenbow Archives NA-
3535-11, Glenbow Museum - public domain 
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A boarding house on Alberta (21st) Street was 
converted into a hospital, operating from 
approximately 1927 to 1929. After its closure, the 
building returned to use as a boarding house and was 
eventually demolished around 1945. 

Dr. William H. Keen arrived in 1905 and practiced 
medicine above the office of Ferris and Ransom. His 
house calls extended from Cayley to Stavely, Lomond, 
and into the mountains. In 1927, Dr. Keen built the 
Nanton General Hospital (also known as the Keen 
Hospital), which served the region until about 1940. 
The hospital accommodated twelve patients and 
featured its own dispensary, modern amenities such 
as advanced electrical equipment for disease 
treatment, two bathrooms, a kitchen, a sunroom, and 
a water system with an electric pump, as reported by 
the Nanton News. After the hospital closed, the 
building was converted into apartments.  

Work and Leisure 

Mosquito Creek was a central feature for recreation in 
Nanton, offering swimming holes formed by beaver 
dams. A swimming pool was built next to the power 
plant, where steam from the generators was used to 
heat the water—a notable luxury for the time. In 1928, 
L. Carmack constructed a new pool, but it was 
destroyed by fire in 1930, leading residents to return to 

 
44 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 168,192, 233. 
45 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975,  222. 
46 Nanton Scout-Guide Hall, Program for Official Opening, April 
24, 1957. 

creek swimming until a new municipal pool was 
completed in 1969.44 

The creek also served as a popular spot for picnics, 
fishing, hiking, and skating. 

Community organizations played a significant role in 
local leisure activities. The first meeting of the Nanton 
Masonic Lodge was held in Shaw’s Opera House, 
owned by H.M. Shaw, one of the lodge’s founding 
members. The lodge later purchased St. Andrew’s 
Hall, previously owned by the Presbyterian Church.45 

The Boy Scout troop was established in February 1912 
with twelve members, led by Walter Frantzen as the 
first Scout Master. Meetings were initially held at 
various locations until a group of fathers decided a 
dedicated facility was needed. Logs were sourced 
from the Priddis area, and with the help of a carpenter, 
the fathers built the Scout-Guide Hall, officially 
opened on April 24, 1957.46 

Pistol and rifle target shooting became a hobby for a 
group of men in 1937, with shooting taking place in the 
curling rink or Maple Leaf Hall. The Nanton Rifle and 
Revolver Club was formed in 1941, and members 
competed in local and national competitions. When 
an Air Cadet unit was formed in 1942, club members 
provided shooting lessons to the cadets. Over time, 
both indoor and outdoor ranges were constructed.47  

Entertainment venues also contributed to community 
life. The Rex Theatre opened in 1908, showing silent 
films and charging 20 cents for adults and 10 cents for 
children. Originally a retail store selling sewing 
machines, pianos, and organs, the building was 
converted to a garage in 1932. The Elks Lodge built the 
Elkland Theatre in 1925 for organizational and public 
entertainment purposes, including film screenings 
and dances. William McKay managed film 
presentations as part of a circuit serving small 
communities, and the theatre operated until 1956.48 

In the early 1980s, Bridget Jones, a former choral 
music instructor, and Nanton resident Janice Ackroyd, 

47 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 233-234. 
48 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 167. 

Figure 12.  Children swimming in Mosquito Creek - Nanton & 
District Historical Society 
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was inspired by a theatre production in High River and 
founded the Chinook Players and Singers in Nanton. 
Their first performance was "HMS Pinafore."4950 
Building on this success, Jones and Gordon Denoon 
established the Foothills Choir, with Jones as director 
and Denoon as manager. The choir’s first meeting 
drew 60 participants, eventually growing to 200 
members from surrounding communities, such as 
Longview and Claresholm.51 Both organizations 
remain active today. 

Spiritual Life 

As soon as the first ranchers settled in the region, 
church services were held in homes and ranches. St. 
Cecilia Roman Catholic Church was constructed by 
Frank Du Rocher, who owned a lumber mill and coal 
mine west of Nanton. The first Catholic services in the 
area took place either in 1900 at the train station or in 
1904 at the Coughlin Ranch. Later, services were held 
at the Nanton Hotel in the sample room, where 
traveling sales agents displayed their merchandise. St. 
Cecilia was completed on June 3, 1907, and 
consecrated by Bishop Legal of St. Albert.52 

Presbyterian church services in Nanton began in 
1899, led by summer student ministers. Early 
gatherings were held in the Auditorium Hotel, private 
homes, and a school. The congregation raised funds 

 
49 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, vol.2, 73. 
50 Bridget Jones, interview, October 4, 2025. 
51 Jones, interview. 
52 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 70, 212. 

to build St. Andrew’s Hall across the street from the 
Methodist Church.53 

After years of discussion, the national congregations 
of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches united as 
the United Church of Canada. In Nanton, services 
were held in the former Methodist church, while the 
Presbyterian Church building became the Masonic 
Hall. In 1930, C.H. Marshall bequeathed $1,000 for a 
new United Church building, and the congregation 
raised an additional $7,000. In 1950, Grace Hall was 
moved, and the Nanton United Church was built on 
the site, opening the following year.54 

The first Anglican Christ Church was dedicated on 
August 20, 1905. Within a few decades, the 
congregation outgrew the building, and a larger church 
was dedicated by the Bishop of Calgary in 1929. The 
original church became the attached Parish Hall.55 

Methodist Church services began in the home of 
William White and at the train station in 1902. Grace 
Methodist Church was completed two years later at 
the corner of Alberta (21st) Street and 1st (21st) 
Avenue, where the United Church now stands. 

The Nanton First Baptist Church held its initial 
meetings in the local schoolhouse and then in the 
Methodist Church. Planning for their own building 
began, and the new church opened in March 1907. In 

53 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 213. 
54 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 212-216. 
55 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 210-211. 

Figure 14.  Masonic Hall - Prairie Towns website 

 

Figure 13.  Nanton Rhythm Aces early 1930s - Glenbow 
Archives NA-3535-57, Glenbow Museum - public domain 
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1914, a parsonage was built to the west of the 
church.56 

Business and Industry 

Hugh Shaw arrived in High River in 1891 at age 15 and, 
after working on several ranches, established his own 
homestead east of the future Nanton townsite. 
Recognizing an opportunity to serve local ranchers, he 
built a small store at the corner of what became Shaw 
(20th) Street and Railway (20th) Avenue. 57 The store 
was later reoriented to face Railway Avenue. Shaw 
sold his business to Bob McLaren and Alan Hammill in 
1904, who then sold it to Charles Marshall in 1906. 
Marshall acquired several hardware stores in the 
area.58 

In 1903, Shaw partnered with John T. Cooper to sell 
real estate for the C&E Railway and Hudson’s Bay 
Company, also representing insurance and loan 
companies. In 1909, Shaw and James Cooper 
commissioned a prominent two-storey brick building 
at the entrance to downtown Nanton, situated at the 
intersection of Shaw (20th) Street and Railway (20th) 
Avenue. The building was designed by distinguished 
Calgary architect William Dodd, whose works are 
recognized in the Canadian Register of Historic 

 
56 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup vol. 2, 56. 
57 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 138. 
58 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 138, 421. 
59 Canadian Register of Historic Places, Canadian Register of 
Historic Places, accessed October 5, 2025, 
https://www.historicplaces.ca. 

Places, including notable buildings in Vancouver, 
Regina, Qu’Appelle, and Calgary’s City Hall 
constructed between 1907and 1911.59 Dodd also 
designed the Nanton Consolidated School, which 
opened in 1909. The contractor for both the Shaw and 
Cooper building and the school was Andrew Davis, 
with Allen Brown serving as the bricklayer.60 

The Shaw and Cooper building housed various 
enterprises, including Ford automobile sales, and over 
the years accommodated several banks, including the 
Bank of Hamilton, the Bank of Nova Scotia, the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce, and the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce (CIBC). The upper floor 
served as residential apartments from 1909 until 
approximately 1960. 

Between 1909 and 1922, the Nanton Trading 
Company operated from the building, offering dry 
goods, groceries, and men’s clothing. After a fire in 
1924 destroyed his store, Thomas Attwood moved his 
jewellery business into the Shaw and Cooper building. 
The basement later housed a barber shop and pool 
hall, and in 1937, W. J. Stewart opened a clothing and 
wares store there. 

Several medical professionals also maintained offices 
in the building, and for a time, Dr. George Wannup 
operated a hospital facility there. As Nanton’s 
downtown developed, new businesses appeared, 
including a livery stable, machinery shop, butcher 
shop, bakery, laundry, grocery store, and millinery. 

The first issue of the Nanton News was published on 
June 25, 1903, listing needed businesses such as a 
chartered bank, drug store, dressmaker, barber, and 
shoemaker.61 Founded by John Bender, who arrived 
from the United States with his wife Elzabeth and 
daughter Lena,62 The newspaper changed ownership 
several times and moved to three different locations 
on Shaw Street before relocating to a new two-storey 

60 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 381. 
61 University of Lethbridge Library, Nanton News, June 25, 1903. 
62 Library of Archives Canada, 1906 Northwest Prairie Provinces 
Census, 1906, accessed August 19, 2025, https://central.bac-
lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=census&id=464104&lang=eng&. 

Figure 15.  Shaw St. Nanton, Alta. - Glenbow Museum - public 
domain 

http://www.historicplaces.ca/
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=census&id=464104&lang=eng&
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=census&id=464104&lang=eng&
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brick building at the corner of Norrish (19th) Street and 
1st (21st) Avenue. The printing press was located on the 
main floor, with accommodations above. In 1905, the 
paper was sold to two individuals from Washington 
State, D.C. Jones and A.Z. Jessup.  

Subsequently, A.Z. Jessup became the sole proprietor 
and took on his sons, Ralph and Clyde.63 Dick Hawk 
joined in 1945 and in 1957 he and George Meyer 
purchased the paper from Clyde Jessup, after which 
Meyer left in 1959 to be part owner of the Camrose 
Canadian. In 1977, Hawk sold the paper to Ed and 
Lynne Maynard. In 1986 George Meyer repurchased 
the paper and moved Nanton News from the building 
on 19th Street into the former Lockton Electric building 
on 20th Street64. Meyer sold the paper to Frank and 
Emily McTighe in 1989. 

Hotels such as the Auditorium Hotel, Nanton Hotel, 
and White House Hotel were built in the early 1900s, 
serving travelers and residents.  

The Auditorium Hotel was constructed in 1902 by W.J. 
Brown at the corner of Shaw (20th) Street and Railway 
(20th) Avenue. Originally a two-storey brick-clad 
building, it featured twelve sleeping rooms, a dining 
room, kitchen, office, sitting room, and bar. In 1903, 
Brown moved the original structure back and added a 
two-storey front extension.65 A three-storey rear 
addition followed, along with the installation of steam 

 
63 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 140-141. 
64 Emily McTighe, interview, October 2, 2025. 
65 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 140. 

heating and an ice house to store ice for keeping meat 
and produce cool.66  

Area rancher Jack Bruen built the Nanton Hotel in 
1906 at the corner of Railway (20th) Avenue and 
Alberta (21st) Street. The hotel served the community 
for over five decades before being destroyed by fire in 
1960.67 The White House Hotel and Boarding House, 
built by Thomas Fetherston around 1906 at Railway 
(20th) Avenue and Grieg (22nd) Street, was tragically 
destroyed by fire the same year. Although fires 
destroyed some of these buildings, owners often 
rebuilt.  

Other businesses included grocery stores, butcher 
shops, hardware stores, and jewellery shops, many of 
which changed ownership or expanded over the years. 
After working in various Nanton businesses, James 
Orville (Orie) Fetherston launched his own grocery 

66 University of Lethbridge, Nanton News, May 2, 1912. 
67 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, vol. 2, 9. 

Figure 16.  Nanton New employee Bert Klebe in front of 
newspaper office - Glenbow Archives NA-1397-3, Glenbow 
Museum - public domain 

Figure 17.  Auditorium Hotel, 1902-03 - Glenbow Archives NA-3535-
13, Glenbow Museum - public domain 

 

Figure 18. Fetherston Store interior- Nanton & District 
Historical Society 
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store in a building constructed by Dr. Robertson on 
Shaw (20th) Street. In 1917, Fetherston purchased the 
building and added an extension.68 

Between 1910 and 1932, the T. Eaton Company 
Limited sold mail-order kit homes through its 
catalogue. Lumber was shipped by rail from British 
Columbia to the nearest station. The packages 
included lumber, windows, doors, and frames, though 
the lumber was not pre-cut. This often left surplus 
material, which could be used to build a shed or 
garage.  

One such home in Nanton was built by Dr. James 
Creighton and his wife Minnie (Wardrobe). Their house 
was the Eaton’s Eastbourne, model 666. It was priced 
at $1,116 in the 1916 catalogue and $1,519 in the 
1919 edition.69 Eaton’s described the model as “...a 
modern type of square houses...where you obtain the 
maximum space at the minimum cost of both material 
and labor.”70 

Across the street, Dr. McKeage, Nanton’s first full-
time dentist, purchased a house built in 1904 by Mr. 
Hammill. Initially working from an office above a store, 
McKeage later added a dental office to his residence, 
where he practiced until his retirement in 1948.71 

 
68 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 391. 
69 Les Henry, Catalogue Houses: Eaton’s and Others 
(Saskatoon: Henry Perspectives, 2000), 51. 
70 Henry, Catalogue Houses, 50. 
71 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 155. 

In the 1950s, Nanton earned the nickname “Tap 
Town” after Howard Armstrong, owner of Armstrong’s 
Department and Variety Store, boldly declared that 
the spring water piped from the Porcupine Hills was 
“Canada’s Finest Drinking Water.” A public tap was 
installed along the highway, encouraging motorists to 
stop and fill their containers.72 Armstrong’s 
promotional efforts, along with those of other local 
businessmen, helped popularize the town’s 
reputation. 

In 1979, Paul Abildgaard recognized the commercial 
potential of this reputation and founded the Nanton 
Water and Soda Company (later Nanton Water Ltd.). 
By 1984, the company was producing 12 million 
bottles annually, with distribution across Canada and 
the U.S. The Abildgaard family’s entrepreneurial 
approach—relying on personal financing and 
grassroots marketing—helped establish one of 
Canada’s first bottled water brands.73 

In 1886, brothers James and John Ingram left Quebec 
and established a ranch along the Little Bow River. By 
1903, they had constructed a two-storey commercial 
building on Railway (20th) Avenue, just south of the 
Auditorium Hotel. The upper floor served as a hall. In 
1904, they sold the building to rancher Jack Bruen, 
builder of the Nanton Hotel. The Ingrams then built a 
one-storey butcher shop and grain warehouse on the 
adjacent lot. Their business expanded to include 

72Bomber Command Museum of Canada Archives, The Tap 
Town Years – History of the Nanton Tap, accessed August 8, 
2025, 
www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/nanton/nantontap.
html. 
73 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, vol.2, 50. 

Figure 19.  Eastbourne, model 666 - Les Henry, Catalogue 
Houses 

Figure 20.  McKeage House (centre-left) - Prairie Towns website 

http://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/nanton/nantontap.html
http://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/nanton/nantontap.html
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butcher shops in Cayley and Stavely, and a hotel in 
Cayley. In 1907, they sold the Nanton butcher shop to 
Alex and W.J. Grieg.74  

In 1917, Bill Denoon, a butcher from Ontario with 
experience in Didsbury, Crossfield, and Calgary, 
purchased Billy Greig’s butcher shop on Railway 
Avenue. In the early 1920s, he built a new shop on 
Shaw (20th) Street and later added a meat locker.  

His son Gordon Denoon joined the business in 1945, 
and it was renamed Denoon and Son.75 

In 1965, George Wolstenholme constructed a cinder 
block building for his jewellery business in Nanton. He 
later served as the Member of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) for the Macleod riding from 1975 to 

 
74 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 60,138-139. 
75 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 382-383. 
76 “George Wolstenholme,” Wikipedia, accessed October 30, 
2025, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Wolstenholme 

1982, representing the Progressive Conservative 
Party.76 

A hardware store was essential to Nanton’s early 
growth. Ed and Dan Malloy, originally from Colorado, 
opened Malloy’s Hardware in 1905 at the corner of 
Railway Avenue and Norrish Street. Dan returned to 
the U.S. in 1908. In 1917, the business moved to Shaw 
(20th) Street. The building was destroyed in a major fire 
on February 9, 1924, which consumed eight 
businesses in Nanton’s commercial core. A new brick 
building replaced it, and the store operated until 1929, 
when it was sold to the Marshall Brothers. Ed and 
Mary Malloy subsequently returned to Colorado.77 

The Nanton Trading Company was the first local 
business to sell John Deere farm equipment. In 1904, 
it was purchased by Charles Marshall, who expanded 
its agricultural offerings. Over the years, ownership 
passed through several hands, including Frank and 
Walter Carpenter, Reg Brydon, Jason Brown, W.C. 
Ebbert, L.C. Bonner, and Cliff Gould.78 

On February 9, 1924, a devastating fire broke out in 
Nanton’s downtown commercial district, destroying 
eight buildings and severely damaging a ninth on the 
south side of Shaw Street (now 20th Street).  

The blaze began at approximately 1:00 a.m. in a small 
structure behind H.A. Garrett’s grocery store. 
Although wind conditions were calm, the town’s 
limited water supply hindered firefighting efforts. By 
2:00 a.m., a request for assistance was sent to the 
Calgary Fire Department. A fire engine and hose were 
loaded onto a train and arrived in Nanton by 4:00 a.m. 
As the flames advanced, they reached the brick-clad 
Paris Café, which slowed the fire’s progress and 
allowed firefighters to contain the blaze and 

77 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 159-160. 
78 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 163. 

Figure 21.  Ingram’s Meat Market, 1906-07 - Glenbow 
Archives NA-3535-19, Glenbow Museum - public domain 

Figure 22.  Denoon Butcher Shop at Christmas - Nanton & 
District Historical Society 
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merchants time to salvage some of their inventory.79 
Shaw and Cooper, who lost seven buildings, 
announced plans to rebuild those that had been 
occupied. Other business owners began relocating 
and reassessing their futures.80 

The Paris Café, a key structure in halting the fire, had 
originally been known as the Excelsior Café. In 1918, 
Lem Sam and Low On purchased an existing building, 
moved it back on the lot, and constructed a two-
storey brick façade. By 1924, George Mah had taken 
ownership and renamed it the Paris Café.81 

Among those who rebuilt was Bill Roney, a Scottish 
immigrant who arrived in Canada in 1910 and settled 
in Nanton in 1918 with his wife Elizabeth (née White). 
He purchased William Thom’s bakery and operated it 
until his retirement in 1949.82 

W.A. Chisholm, a graduate of the Ontario College of 
Pharmacy, arrived in Nanton in 1904 and established 
the Nanton Drug Store, which included living quarters 
above. He sold the business in 1905 to Drs. Creighton 
and Robinson, who constructed a new two-storey 
brick building. Dr. Creighton operated the store until 
selling it in 1923 but later reacquired it and ran the 
business until his son James took over in 1955.83 

In 1907, the Prairie Farmers Telephone Company was 
founded to transmit telephone conversations using 
barbed wire fencing. This unconventional system was 

 
79 University of Lethbridge, Nanton News, February 14, 1924, 1. 
80 Charles A. Clark, The Vulcan Advocate, February 13, 1924, 
Internet Archive, 3. 
81 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 165. 
82 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 190. 

introduced by rancher Dan Richmond, who had seen 
similar setups in Oregon. The network extended from a 
point 30 kilometers east of Nanton to Charles 
Marshal’s hardware store, and then to Old Brant, 
where it connected to High River’s line.  

The system was phased out when Alberta Government 
Telephones began installing rural lines.84 

By 1919, Alberta Government Telephones operated 
out of a newly built brick structure with residential 
quarters at the rear. Financial strain in 1934 led the 
provincial agency to consider ending rural service, 
prompting municipalities to form local telephone 

83 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 155, 370. 
84 Tony Cashman, Singing Wires: The Telephone in Alberta 
(Edmonton: Alberta Government Telephones Commission, 
1972), 158. 

Figure 23.  1924 fire on Shaw Street - Glenbow Museum - 
public domain 

Figure 24.  Nanton Drug Company - Nanton & District Historical 
Society 
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companies. By March 1935, five such companies 
were serving the region.85 

Until 1964, all outgoing calls—residential and 
commercial—were routed through operators in the 
Nanton building. With the advent of direct dialing, 
operators were no longer required. The building was 
subsequently sold to Clarence Rhyasen, who 
relocated his insurance business there.86 

In 1909, Charles H. Marshall constructed a prominent 
two-storey brick building at the corner of Railway 
Avenue (now 20th Avenue) and Norrish Street (19th 
Street). Designed to house his hardware, furniture, 

 
85 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 166. 
86 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 390. 
87 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 410. 

and machinery business, the structure was outfitted 
with high-quality shop fixtures and quickly became a 
commercial landmark. 

Marshall sold the building in 1935 to William S. Keeley, 
a seasoned entrepreneur with a diverse background in 
banking and retail. Keeley began his career with the 
Union Bank of Canada and worked as a bookkeeper 
before operating grocery stores in Claresholm and 
Banff. Upon acquiring William Thom’s grocery 
business in Nanton, Keeley expanded the enterprise to 
include men’s and ladies’ wear. He also renovated the 
upper floor of the building into six residential 
apartments, a move that reflected both commercial 
ambition and community foresight.87 

During the Second World War, the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) established 
training schools in nearby Claresholm, Vulcan, and 
High River. These facilities brought a steady influx of 
military personnel to the region. Several senior officers 
and instructors from the BCATP schools resided in the 
Keeley Block apartments, which offered convenient 
access to local amenities and a stable housing option 
during wartime.88 

Keeley retired in 1941, passing the business to his son 
James Keeley, who continued operating the general 
store and managing the residential units.89 The 
building remained a vital part of Nanton’s commercial 
and residential landscape for decades, and its 
preservation reflects the town’s commitment to 
heritage and adaptive reuse. 

Law Enforcement 

Law enforcement in Nanton began in 1887 when the 
North West Mounted Police (NWMP) took over the 
lease for the stopping house at Mosquito Crossing, 
maintaining a detachment there until relocating to 
Nanton in 1902. The town’s first police officer was 
Constable Charles Aspden, known locally as Grousing 
Charlie.90 

88 Dave Birrell, interview, October 2, 2025. 
89 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 14. 
90 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 145. 

Figure 25. Chief Telephone Operator Margaret Robertson - 
Glenbow Archive NA-3535-38, Glenbow Museum - public 
domain  

Figure 26.  Marshall Hardware Store/Keeley Block, 1912 - 
Glenbow Museum - public domain 
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One of the most notable incidents in Nanton’s history 
was the Great Train Robbery of 1907. During a harsh 
winter, coal deliveries to the town were delayed, 
causing significant hardship. On February 5th, as a 
train hauling coal was leaving the station, several men 
boarded and disconnected the rail cars. Despite 
RNWMP Constable S. Currie firing a warning shot, the 
men persisted, repeatedly applying the brakes as the 
train crew tried to release them. Eventually, a meeting 
was held where the men agreed to unload 1,000 
pounds of coal each, provided they signed to pay the 
railway six dollars per ton. Sixty men received coal, 
and Constable Currie reported that he could not 
confront about one hundred men alone. No charges 
were laid.91 

Military 

When World War I began in 1914, more than 250 men 
from the Nanton area enlisted to serve, with many 
never returning to their families, homes, and ranches. 
Horses from the region were purchased by the British 
Army and shipped overseas, playing a vital role in 
military logistics and operations. Local Red Cross 
groups assembled care packages for Canadian 
soldiers, providing essential supplies and comfort 
during the conflict.92 

On August 13, 1927, the Earl of Haddington unveiled a 
cenotaph in Nanton to honour the local military 
personnel who lost their lives in World War I. Originally 

 
91 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 181-182. 
92 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 176. 

located beside Railway (20th) Avenue, across from the 
east end of Shaw (20th) Street on land provided by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, the memorial features a 
statue of a soldier at rest with reversed arms—a 
traditional pose for military funerals. The dedication 
ceremony was led by Mayor John Cooper, with Calgary 
West MP R.B. Bennett delivering the principal address; 
Bennett would later become Prime Minister in 1930. In 
2001, the cenotaph was relocated to a site next to the 
Bomber Command Museum of Canada, where it 
continues to serve as the focal point for annual 
memorial services.93 

Education 

Education has always been a cornerstone of the 
Nanton community. The first school was founded in 
May 1903, just before Nanton officially became a 
village. In its inaugural year, the school welcomed 
thirty-three students, but rapid population growth saw 
enrollment rise to ninety-seven within two years. To 
accommodate this increase, a four-room brick 
schoolhouse was constructed at the intersection of 
20th Street and 23rd Avenue, costing $4,000. 

As the community expanded, so did its educational 
infrastructure. In 1918, the creation of the Nanton 
Consolidated School District brought together the 
town and surrounding rural areas, prompting further 
additions to the original school building—including 

93 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 228. 

Figure 27.  Nanton Cenotaph Dedication, 1927 - Nanton & 
District Historical Society 

Figure 28.  Nanton Public School, 1907 - Glenbow Archive 
NA-3535-39, Glenbow Museum - public domain 
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four new classrooms and an assembly hall on the 
third floor.94 Over the following decades, several new 
schools were built to meet the needs of a growing 
student population and to replace aging facilities. 
Notably, in 1951, a four-room “steel school” was 
erected on Alberta (21st) Street next to the brick 
school. The J.T. Foster School, named after long-
serving teacher Jack T. Foster, opened in February 
1963 with an initial enrollment of 325 students.  

Sports 

Nanton has a rich sporting history, with baseball and 
hockey both beginning in the community as early as 
1903. Rivalries between towns were fierce, and some 
teams even recruited outside players to strengthen 
their lineups. For example, Buzz Geddes was retained 
on the Nanton team by employing him as the town 
constable.95 

By 1907, women were also actively participating in 
sports, with the formation of a women’s baseball 
team known as the “Aura Lee.” The Nanton Skating 
Rink Association played a key role in developing local 
recreation, raising funds to build an outdoor rink on a 
pond created by the C & E dam. The rink was 
surrounded by high boards and included two changing 

 
94 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 202. 
95 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 230. 
96 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 234. 

rooms, but maintaining the ice was difficult due to 
frequent Chinook winds that caused melting. The first 
recorded game at the rink was a playful match 
between married men and bachelors, using a football 
as the puck and brooms as hockey sticks, though the 
result was never documented.96 

Winter sports expanded with the establishment of the 
Penguin Ski Club in 1946. Initially located on a farm 
southeast of town, the club relocated several times 
due to unreliable snow conditions before constructing 
a 250-metre ski run at Williams Coulee. A rope tow 
powered by a 100-horsepower motor helped skiers 
reach the top, and a clubhouse offered refreshments. 
Unfortunately, after several winters with little snow, 
the club eventually closed.97 

Golf also has deep roots in Nanton. The original nine-
hole course opened in 1921, but limited resources 
meant play was mostly restricted to spring when the 
grass was short. In 1930, a new course was laid out, 
and sheep were used to keep the grass trimmed.98 The 
course was expanded with the addition of a back nine 
in 1984.99 

Over the years, Nanton residents have enjoyed a 
variety of other sports, including tennis, badminton, 
wrestling, and boxing. 

Intellectual Life 

The foundation of Nanton’s intellectual life can be 
traced back to the establishment of its first school in 
May 1903, even before the village was officially 
incorporated. The rapid increase in student enrolment 
necessitated the construction of additional facilities, 
including a four-room brick building at the intersection 
of 20th Street and 23rd Avenue. The creation of the 
Nanton Consolidated School District in 1918 further 
expanded educational opportunities, with the addition 
of more classrooms and an assembly hall. The J.T. 
Foster School, named after a long-serving teacher, 
opened in 1963 and continues to serve the 
community. 

97 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 236. 
98 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, 1975, 237. 
99 Nanton and District Historical Society, Mosquito Creek 
Roundup, vol. 2, 86. 

Figure 29.  Nanton Hockey Team, 1912-13 - Glenbow Archives 
NA-3535-42, Glenbow Museum - public domain 
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Libraries and literary societies have also played a 
crucial role in Nanton’s intellectual life. The Nanton 
Public Library, established in the early 20th century, 
provided residents with access to a wide range of 
books and resources. Literary societies and book 
clubs were popular among the townspeople, fostering 
a love for reading and intellectual discussions. 

Cultural organizations and events have significantly 
contributed to the intellectual vibrancy of Nanton. The 
Nanton Masonic Lodge, established in the early 
1900s, was one of the first organizations to promote 
intellectual and social development. The Boy Scout 
troop, founded in 1912, provided young boys with 
opportunities to learn new skills and engage in 
community service. The Nanton Rifle and Revolver 
Club, formed in 1941, offered members a chance to 
participate in local and national competitions. 

Museums and historical societies have preserved and 
promoted Nanton’s rich history and heritage. The 
Nanton and District Historical Society, established in 
the mid-20th century, has been instrumental in 
documenting and preserving the town’s history. The 
Bomber Command Museum of Canada located in 
Nanton is dedicated to preserving the history of the 
Bomber Command and educating the public about its 
significance. 

The intellectual contributions of Nanton’s residents 
have also played a significant role in shaping the 
town’s intellectual life. Many residents have made 
notable contributions to various fields, including 
education, literature, and the arts. Their achievements 
have brought recognition to the town and inspired 
future generations. 

Nanton’s intellectual life has been shaped by its 
commitment to education, the presence of cultural 
organizations, and the contributions of its residents. 
The town’s rich history and vibrant community 
continue to foster intellectual growth and 
development. 

The Face of Alberta 

After Nanton was incorporated as a village in 1903, 
the first Canadian census to include the community 
was the 1906 Census of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
and Alberta. Nanton was grouped with nearby areas 
such as Cayley and High River in subdistrict 27. The 

census provided details about residents’ birthplaces 
and immigration dates. Of the roughly 700 people 
living in the subdistrict, more than half—about 53 
percent—had immigrated from the United States. 
Other settlers arrived from Canadian provinces of 
Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Quebec, 
New Brunswick, and various regions within Alberta. 

The census also recorded a wide range of European 
origins among Nanton’s residents, including England, 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland, France, Belgium, Italy, 
Germany, Norway, Poland, and Switzerland. There 
were also individuals from Australia and China. 

By the time of the 1911 Census, more specific 
information was available for Nanton itself. While 
Americans still made up the largest immigrant group, 
their proportion had dropped to 29 percent. The next 
largest group included people who had moved from 
other parts of Alberta or were born in Nanton, 
accounting for 21 percent of the population. 
Residents from Great Britain made up 22 percent, 
showing strong representation. Other Canadian 
provinces such as Ontario, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Quebec were also 
well represented. International origins expanded to 
include Germany, Denmark, Switzerland, Galicia, 
Sweden, Austria, Russia, Iceland, and China. 

The census distinguished between ethnicity and 
nationality. For example, someone might have 
immigrated from the United States, identified as 
Scottish by ethnicity, and reported Canadian 
nationality. Others might have arrived from Ontario, 
listed Irish ethnicity, and held Canadian nationality. 
This diversity reflected the complex and multicultural 
makeup of Nanton’s early population. 
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The Oldman River Regional Services Commissions 
(ORRSC) prepared the Town Map and Downtown Map 
for the open houses and for this report. 

6.1. Town Map 

The Town Map above denotes all ninety-five heritage 
sites found from the HeRMIS database within the 
Town of Nanton that have a level of integrity worthy of 
closer inspection and consideration for placement on 
a Places of Interest List. The sites shown in RED 
represent the thirteen sites that now have Statements 
of Significance and are recommended for Municipal 
Resource Designation.  

The sites shown in YELLOW are the remaining eighty-
two of the 95 sites that could potentially form another 
phase of heritage building evaluations for future 
designation. Most of these sites are residential and 
institutional in nature, including one landmark 

 

 

6.2.  Downtown Map 

The Downtown Map on the following page shows, in 
RED, the location and name of the thirteen heritage 
properties that were surveyed, assessed and 
evaluated, for the drafting of Statements of 
Significance, which are found in Section 7 of this 
document. 

6. Map of Historic Places 
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7.1 The Structure and Purpose of a 
Statement of Significance 

Within Alberta’s heritage management framework, the 
Statement of Significance (SOS) is the central document 
that communicates why a historic place is important and 
what aspects of it must be conserved. It translates the 
findings of the eligibility, significance, and integrity 
assessments into a concise, practical summary that can 
be used consistently by municipal staff, Council, 
property owners, and the public. For Nanton, the SOS 
provides the formal basis for understanding each 
resource’s contribution to the community’s historical 
development and for guiding long‑term stewardship. 

The SOS is organized into three interconnected 
components—Description, Heritage Value, and 
Character‑Defining Elements—each serving a distinct 
role in documenting the resource. 

The Description offers a factual account of the historic 
place as it exists today. It outlines the building’s form, 
materials, setting, and key physical features without 
interpretation. This establishes a shared understanding 
of the resource and ensures that future readers can 
clearly identify the place being evaluated. 

The Heritage Value section explains why the resource is 
significant within the local context. It identifies the 
specific criteria under which the place holds 
importance—whether for its association with a historic  

 

theme, person, institution, architectural style, 
engineering method, information potential, or landmark 
qualities. This narrative situates the resource within 
Nanton’s broader historical patterns, demonstrating how 
it reflects the community’s development, identity, and 
cultural landscape. 

The Character‑Defining Elements (CDEs) translate the 
heritage value into the tangible features that must be 
retained to preserve the resource’s significance. These 
may include architectural forms, materials, spatial 
relationships, landscape features, or other attributes that 
express the period during which the resource acquired its 
importance. CDEs form the basis for evaluating proposed 
alterations and ensuring that conservation decisions 
remain consistent with the resource’s heritage value. 

Together, these components ensure that the SoS is both 
interpretive and operational. It captures the essence of 
the historic place while providing clear direction for 
conservation, planning, and decision-making. For 
Nanton, the SoS supports transparent designation 
processes, aligns local practice with provincial 
standards, and strengthens the community’s ability to 
protect the places that define its character and history.

7. Statements of Significance 
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W.S. Keeley Building 

1901 20th Avenue 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The W. S. Keely Building was constructed in 1908 
with completion in 1909. The building presents a 
strong two-storey brick façade that anchors a 
prominent corner in downtown Nanton. Its 
exterior is characterized by a series of ground-
floor shopfronts with large display windows, 
centrally located recessed entrances, and a 
projecting mid-cornice above, reflecting its 
original commercial function. The upper storey is 
defined by evenly spaced rectangular windows set within the brickwork and crowned with a substantial upper cornice 
on the primary east-facing facade. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the W. S. Keeley Building lies in its association with the commercial, social, and institutional 
development of Nanton, its representation of early 20th century brick commercial architecture, and its enduring 
significance as a landmark anchoring the historic downtown core.  

Constructed in 1908, the building reflects a period of optimism and growth spurred by the arrival of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, which transformed Nanton into a service centre for surrounding ranching and farming communities. 
Historically, the building was erected by C.H. Marshall, one of Nanton’s early merchants, and became home to 
Marshall’s hardware, machinery, and furniture business. In 1914, it was the site of Nanton’s first Chevrolet dealership, 
and its upper floor hosted community lodges such as the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Rebekahs. The 
property’s purchase by William S. Keeley in 1935 marked a new chapter, as Keeley’s grocery, clothing, and hardware 
businesses contributed significantly to Nanton’s mid-20th century economy. The adaptation of the second floor into 
modern apartments in 1941, which housed British Commonwealth Air Training Plan staff during WWII, illustrates the 
building’s flexibility and its role in responding to changing community needs. 

Architecturally, the W.S. Keeley Building is a distinguished example of early brick commercial design in southern 
Alberta. Its two-storey façade features pressed red brick laid in a running bond pattern, accented by corbelled 
brickwork along the parapet. The symmetrical arrangement of large display windows on the ground floor, framed by 
brick pilasters, reflects the building’s original commercial function. The upper storey is characterized by evenly 
spaced sash windows with stone lintels and sills. The building’s flat roof, prominent cornice, and subtle decorative 
brickwork contribute to its visual prominence and sense of permanence.  

The W. S. Keeley building is important to the community for its continuous use as a hub for commerce, social 
gatherings, and residential life, reflecting the evolving needs and enterprising spirit of small-town Alberta. Its aesthetic 
value is evident in the durable materials, period detailing, and prominent two-storey brick façade, while its social and 
cultural significance is reinforced by its ongoing mixed-use function and its role as a focal point for community 
identity. The building’s context is both local and regional, comparable to similar early commercial blocks in 
Claresholm, High River, and Fort Macleod, yet distinguished by its continuous use, sensitive restoration, and 
landmark presence along Highway 2. 

1. Statement of Significance 
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The Keeley Building reflects the history and identity of Nanton through its original location, distinctive design, and 
enduring presence. It embodies broader patterns of Alberta’s development, including the rise of brick commercial 
blocks as symbols of permanence and prosperity, the adaptation of buildings to changing social and economic needs, 
and the resilience of small-town communities. Its integrity, craftsmanship, and association with notable local 
merchants underscore its value as a representative example of southern Alberta’s early commercial architecture. Its 
integrity, craftsmanship, and association with notable local merchants such as C.H. Marshall and William S. Keeley 
further underscore its value as a representative example of southern Alberta’s early commercial architecture. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location is situated on a prominent corner facing Highway 2 north within Nanton’s historic downtown 
core 

• Two-storey form and massing with long rectangular street-facing facade and flat roof 
• Stretcher bond brickwork construction with corbelled parapets 
• Raised plain brick parapet with decorative brick edging 
• Metal upper entablature with original W. S. Keeley letters within the frieze of the entablature 
• Metal mid-cornice with brackets and the inscription of “Furniture” and “Hardware” within the frieze 
• Central raked entry containing a tripartite of multi-panelled street-facing entrances 
• Storefront with large fixed-glass display windows flanking central entrances with bulkhead and glass multi-

lite transoms 
• Original, shaped multi-panel wood entrance doors with glass upper panel and original door hardware  
• Evenly spaced original upper storey wood single-hung windows with upper hinged wood storm windows and 

sandstone lintels and lug sills 
• Continued mixed-use function (commercial ground floor, residential/office upper floor) 
• Projecting metal sign hardware over central main entrance 
• Landmark presence along Highway 2 within Nanton’s historic commercial core. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005.  

• Birrell, Dave. Interview. October 2, 2025. 
• Nanton and District Historical Society. Archival Collection: Local Business and Community History. Glenbow 

Archives. 
• Prairie Towns. Historical Photographs of Nanton: Context of Town Development and Commercial Streetscape. 

Archival collection. 
• OhMy.ca. “Beautiful Historic Building in Nanton Alberta (Keeley Block History, Restoration Details, Upgrades).” 

Accessed December 4, 2025. https://ohmy.ca. 
• Calgary Businesses for Sale. MLS Listing A2174975: Keeley Block Description, Ownership History, Renovations. 

Multiple Listing Service. Accessed December 4, 2025. 
• Historical Society of Alberta. “Resources for Researchers.” Accessed December 4, 2025. 

https://albertahistory.org/resources-for-researchers/. 
• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 

https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+48623. 
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Auditorium Hotel 

2001 20th Avenue 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Auditorium Hotel is a two and three-storey, 
wood-frame brick-faced commercial building 
located on the southwest corner of Nanton’s 
historic Shaw Street and Railway Avenue. 
Originally constructed in 1902, and expanded in 
1912, the building features a flat roof, horizontal 
wood siding, and a symmetrical façade with large 
storefront windows and a central entrance. It has 
served continuously as a hotel, tavern, and social 
gathering place for over a century. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Auditorium Hotel lies in its association with the early 20th century transportation and 
hospitality industry, its representation of Edwardian Commercial design, and its significance as a landmark with 
symbolic value.  

The heritage value of the Auditorium Hotel lies in its association with the early 20th century transportation and 
hospitality industry, serving as a key stopover between Calgary and Lethbridge and supporting regional travel, 
commerce, and social gathering. Its continuous operation as a hotel, tavern, and social hub for over a century reflects 
its enduring role in Nanton’s community life and its connection to noteworthy events and people, including its original 
builder W.J. Brown and the Wynnyk family who led its restoration. 

The Auditorium Hotel is an excellent representation of Edwardian Commercial design, characterized by its brick 
cladding, symmetrical fenestration, and restrained ornamentation. Despite the loss of its third floor in a 1983 fire, the 
building’s restored façade, massing, and architectural details from its 1912 expansion remain legible, demonstrating 
the craftsmanship and material authenticity of the period. The 1993 restoration, supported by the Alberta Main Street 
Program, reinstated key design elements, contributing to the continuity of Nanton’s historic streetscape. 

As a landmark and symbol, the Auditorium Hotel is locally known as “The Aud” and stands as a visual anchor in 
Nanton’s historic commercial core. Its role in music culture, community gatherings, and local folklore—including 
stories of past residents—adds layers of intangible heritage and symbolic value. The hotel’s ongoing function as a 
hospitality venue and gathering place reinforces its significance as a marker of Nanton’s identity and resilience. 

The Auditorium Hotel is important to the community for its historic, aesthetic, social, and cultural reasons. It 
embodies the history and identity of Nanton, reflecting the town’s development as a regional service centre during the 
railway and highway expansion era. Its layered history, architectural character, and enduring role in community life 
position it as a meaningful and representative example of early 20th century prairie hotel development in Alberta. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location at a prominent downtown intersection abutting public sidewalk 
• Two-storey L-shaped form and massing with a flat roof reflecting the 1912 expansion 
• Surviving two-storey massing reflecting the 1912 expansion 

2. Statement of Significance 
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• Exterior detailing consistent with its Edwardian Commercial style 
• Entablature above east portion of structure decorated with decorated finials, dropped pendants, and dentils 
• Brick corbelling under entablature frieze 
• Wood-frame windows with a mix of wood, brick, and concrete lug sills, and a mix of brick voussoirs and plain 

lintels 
• Corner and east façade entrances with transom light 
• Historic signage hardware and name association (“Auditorium Hotel” / “The Aud” 
• Rear fire escape and counter weights 
• Continued use as a hospitality venue and cultural gathering space 
• Folklore and community memory associated with past guests and events 
• Rectangular form and massing of brick “ice house,” including vertical wood doors and original hardware, and 

rooftop “davit crane” to lift blocks of ice. 
 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005.  

• University of Calgary Digital Collections – Glenbow Archives. “Auditorium Hotel – Nanton – Alberta.” Accessed 
December 6, 2025. https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/archive/Auditorium-Hotel--Nanton--Alberta--
2R3BF1OIKIKI.html. 

• University of Lethbridge Library. Nanton News. Southern Alberta Newspaper Collection. May 2, 1912. 
https://digitallibrary.uleth.ca/digital/collection/sanews/searchterm/nanton+news/.  

• Waymarking.com. “Antique Hotels: Auditorium Hotel.” Accessed December 6, 2025. 
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM1W3A.  

• Flickr – Eddy Match Company Archive. “Auditorium Hotel, Nanton.” Accessed December 6, 2025. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/93390528@N04/47982648797/. 

• Wolf Paranormal Investigations. “The Auditorium Hotel.” Accessed June 16, 2015. 
https://wpinvestigations.wordpress.com/2015/06/16/the-auditorium-hotel/. 

• Haunted Places. “Nanton Auditorium Hotel | Haunted Places | Nanton, AB, Canada.” Accessed December 6, 
2025. https://www.hauntedplaces.org/item/nanton-auditorium-hotel/. 

• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 
https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+29228 
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Fetherson’s Grocery 

2112 20th Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
Fetherston’s Grocery is a 1915 modest, one-
storey brick commercial building that features 
simple massing, a street-facing orientation, and a 
utilitarian storefront typical of small-town prairie 
commerce. The upper façade contains a 
“Fetherston’s Grocery” ghost sign partially 
covered by a fixed raked metal awning spanning 
the building’s length over a recessed central 
entry. The building is centrally located within 
Nanton’s historic commercial district on the north side of 20th Street. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the W. S. Keeley Building lies in its association with the commercial, social, and institutional 
development of Nanton, its representation of early 20th century brick commercial architecture, and its enduring 
significance as a landmark anchoring the historic downtown core.  

Constructed in 1908, the building reflects a period of optimism and growth spurred by the arrival of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, which transformed Nanton into a service centre for surrounding ranching and farming communities. 
Historically, the building was erected by C.H. Marshall, one of Nanton’s early merchants, and became home to 
Marshall’s hardware, machinery, and furniture business. In 1914, it was the site of Nanton’s first Chevrolet dealership, 
and its upper floor hosted community lodges such as the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Rebekahs. The 
property’s purchase by William S. Keeley in 1935 marked a new chapter, as Keeley’s grocery, clothing, and hardware 
businesses contributed significantly to Nanton’s mid-20th century economy. The adaptation of the second floor into 
modern apartments in 1941, which housed British Commonwealth Air Training Plan staff during WWII, illustrates the 
building’s flexibility and its role in responding to changing community needs. 

Architecturally, the W.S. Keeley Building is a distinguished example of early brick commercial design in southern 
Alberta. Its two-storey façade features pressed red brick laid in a running bond pattern, accented by corbelled 
brickwork along the parapet. The symmetrical arrangement of large display windows on the ground floor, framed by 
brick pilasters, reflects the building’s original commercial function. The upper storey is characterized by evenly 
spaced sash windows with stone lintels and sills. The building’s flat roof, prominent cornice, and subtle decorative 
brickwork contribute to its visual prominence and sense of permanence.  

The W. S. Keeley building is important to the community for its continuous use as a hub for commerce, social 
gatherings, and residential life, reflecting the evolving needs and enterprising spirit of small-town Alberta. Its aesthetic 
value is evident in the durable materials, period detailing, and prominent two-storey brick façade, while its social and 
cultural significance is reinforced by its ongoing mixed-use function and its role as a focal point for community 
identity. The building’s context is both local and regional, comparable to similar early commercial blocks in 
Claresholm, High River, and Fort Macleod, yet distinguished by its continuous use, sensitive restoration, and 
landmark presence along Highway 2. 

3. Statement of Significance 
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The Keeley Building reflects the history and identity of Nanton through its original location, distinctive design, and 
enduring presence. It embodies broader patterns of Alberta’s development, including the rise of brick commercial 
blocks as symbols of permanence and prosperity, the adaptation of buildings to changing social and economic needs, 
and the resilience of small-town communities. Its integrity, craftsmanship, and association with notable local 
merchants underscore its value as a representative example of southern Alberta’s early commercial architecture. Its 
integrity, craftsmanship, and association with notable local merchants such as C.H. Marshall and William S. Keeley 
further underscore its value as a representative example of southern Alberta’s early commercial architecture. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location on the main street abutting public sidewalk within the historic commercial district 
• Street facing orientation, one-storey form, rectangular massing, and flat roof 
• Storefront configuration, including display windows and recessed entry 
• Stretcher bond brick exterior superstructure cover with brick corbelling along upper parapet 
• Brick lug window sills 
• Ghost signage showing “Fetherston’s Grocery” 
• Association with the Fetherston family and their role in Nanton’s civic history. 

 

Sources 
• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 

District Historical Society, 1975.  
• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 

Society, 2005.  
• Birrell, Dave. Interview. October 2, 2025. 
• Nanton and District Historical Society. Archival Collection: Local Business and Community History. Glenbow 

Archives. 
• Prairie Towns. Historical Photographs of Nanton: Context of Town Development and Commercial Streetscape. 

Archival collection. 
• OhMy.ca. “Beautiful Historic Building in Nanton Alberta (Keeley Block History, Restoration Details, Upgrades).” 

Accessed December 4, 2025. https://ohmy.ca. 
• Calgary Businesses for Sale. MLS Listing A2174975: Keeley Block Description, Ownership History, Renovations. 

Multiple Listing Service. Accessed December 4, 2025. 
• Historical Society of Alberta. “Resources for Researchers.” Accessed December 4, 2025. 

https://albertahistory.org/resources-for-researchers/. 
• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 

https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+48623. 
  

https://albertahistory.org/resources-for-researchers/
https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+28697
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Nanton Drug Company 
2114 20th Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Nanton Drug Company building, which later 
became known as Creighton Pharmacy, is a 
modest early 20th century commercial building 
constructed in 1908 and located in the historic 
downtown core of Nanton. The structure is 
characterized by its street-facing orientation 
abutting a public sidewalk, two-storey 
rectangular massing and brick exterior, a 
utilitarian storefront design with a recessed 
central entry flanked by large, fixed windows, and a second storey with four single-hung windows. The building is 
crowned by a stepped entablature with decorative urn finials, with the inscription “1908 Nanton Drug Co.” 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Nanton Drug Company lies in its association with the development of health care and 
commerce in Nanton and its connection to Dr. John Creighton as one of Nanton’s earliest physicians and civic 
leaders, its representation of early 20th century commercial architecture, and its significance as a landmark.  

The heritage value of the Nanton Drug Company is deeply rooted in its pivotal role in the evolution of health care and 
commerce in Nanton. Constructed in 1908, the building became the town’s first dual-medical-pharmaceutical 
pharmacy where it served not only as a dispensary but also as a community hub for medical advice and supplies, 
especially during a time when Nanton lacked a formal hospital. This marked a significant advancement in local health 
services and commercial infrastructure. Its association with Dr. John Creighton is especially noteworthy. Dr. 
Creighton arrived in Nanton in 1903 after serving as a medical officer in the South African War, where he was awarded 
the Queen’s Medal. As Nanton’s first doctor, Dr. Creighton was instrumental in establishing medical services, often 
traveling by horseback to reach patients in rural areas. At the time, many of the first drug stores in Alberta were 
opened by a local physician. In partnership with Dr. G.M. Robertson, he purchased the drug business of W.A. 
Chisholm and built the brick Nanton Drug Company building, which quickly became a cornerstone of health care in 
the region. 

The pharmacy’s dual function as both a dispensary and a medical office exemplifies the customary practice in small 
Alberta towns, where physicians frequently dispensed medications directly to patients. This model was crucial for 
rural communities, providing accessible health care and pharmaceutical services at a time when such resources were 
scarce. Its role in supporting the Keen Hospital (1927 – 1940) further underscores its importance in the town’s early 
healthcare infrastructure. 

Beyond its medical significance, the Nanton Drug Company contributed to the commercial growth of Nanton. Its 
prominent location on Main Street and its durable, fire-resistant brick construction reflected the aspirations of the 
town’s early business community. The building represents early 20th century commercial architecture, characterized 
by its two-storey brick construction, utilitarian storefront design, ornate entablature with decorative urn finials, and 
the prominent inscription “1908 Nanton Drug Co.”, and conveyed stability and trustworthiness—qualities essential for 
a pharmacy and community business. Its significance as a landmark is reinforced by its enduring presence in the 
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historic downtown core, its role as a visual anchor in the streetscape, and its survival through key events such as the 
fire of 1924. 

This resource is important to the community for its historic, aesthetic, and social value. It served as the local 
pharmacy and medical office, reflecting the dual roles often held by rural physicians in early Alberta towns, and 
supported the town’s transition from a small railway community to a district metropolis. The building’s well-preserved 
architectural features and its association with the modernization of rural services make it a valued part of Nanton’s 
heritage landscape. 

The Nanton Drug Company embodies the history and identity of Nanton by illustrating the pattern of service-oriented 
businesses clustering in prairie towns during the railway era, and by highlighting the aspirations and craftsmanship of 
its era through its classical detailing and durable construction. Its continued use and preservation reflect its enduring 
role in the community’s commercial and social life, ensuring that the story of early commerce and healthcare in 
Nanton is effectively conveyed to present and future generations. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location within Nanton’s historic downtown core abutting public sidewalk 
• Two-storey form and massing with brick superstructure cover and stone foundation 
• Long rectangular plan with short façade, stepped sidewall parapet, and flat roof 
• Central recessed raked entrance with multi-panelled wood door with original hardware flanked by multi-

panelled wood transoms and fixed storefront windows above 
• Sandstone lug sills 
• Upper entablature with decorated parapet, classical detailing and decorative brackets and urn finials 
• Ornate metal mid-cornice with decorated brackets 
• Brick voussoirs over second-floor windows 
• Prominent inscription “1908 Nanton Drug Co” within the entablature 
• Association with Dr. Creighton and its dual development of healthcare and commerce. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• Penley, Ken. The History of Pharmacy in Alberta: The First One Hundred Years. Edmonton: The Alberta 
Pharmaceutical Association, 1993. https://archive.org/details/historyofpharmac0000unse/page/n13/mode/2up. 

• Bomber Command Museum Archives. Nanton’s Fetherston’s Grocery Store. Accessed December 6, 2025. 
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,fetherstongrocerystore.pdf 

• Nanton and District Historical Society Collection – Glenbow Archives https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/nanton-
and-district-historical-society-collection. 

• Creighton Pharmacy Postcard – Internet Archive https://archive.org/details/PC004486.  
• “History of the Keen Building – Mainstreet Apartments.” Mainstreet Nanton. Accessed December 6, 2025. 

https://www.mainstreetnanton.com/historyofthekeenbuilding.  
• “1908 - Nanton Drug Co, Nanton, Alberta - Dated Buildings and Cornerstones.” Waymarking.com. Accessed 

December 6, 2025. 
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/wmZD3N_1908_Nanton_Drug_Co_Nanton_Alberta.Bomber Command 
Museum Archives. Nanton’s Fetherston’s Grocery Store. Accessed December 6, 2025. 
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,fetherstongrocerystore.pdf. 

• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 18950). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 7, 2025. 
https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+18950. 
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Denoon Butcher Shop 

2116 20th Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Denoon Meat Market is a 1924 modest one-
storey, rectangular brick commercial building 
with a flat roof located mid-block on the north 
side of Nanton’s main street (20th Street). A 
contemporary fixed awning spans the length of 
the façade over a raked recessed central entry. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Denoon Meat Market lies 
in its association with enterprising spirit of early settlers and the Denoon family, its representation of early 20th century 
prairie commercial architecture, and its significance as a community landmark. 

The heritage value of the Denoon Meat Market lies in its association with the enterprising spirit of early settlers and the 
Denoon family, who were among the early settlers and entrepreneurs in the region and contributed significantly to the 
economic and social development of Nanton. Built in 1924 by William Denoon who was a member of town council, 
and became fire chief in 1925, the building operated as a butcher shop and meat market, providing essential services 
and acting as a social hub for local residents during the railway expansion era. His son Gordon became a partner in 
1945, at which time the name changed to Denoon and Son, who eventually took over the business. The Denoon 
family’s stewardship of the business contributed to the growth of small-town commerce and helped shape the 
community’s identity. 

The building is a representative example of early prairie commercial architecture, characterized by Its modest, one-
storey, rectangular wood-frame construction with a distinctive false-front brick façade – a style commonly used in 
western Canadian towns to give businesses in small buildings a more prominent appearance on main street. The 
building’s design, including its brick cladding, corbelled parapet, and original storefront details, demonstrates 
construction techniques and aesthetic choices typical of its era. 

As a landmark, the Denoon Meat Market is a recognizable and enduring feature of Nanton’s historic main street (20th 
Street), contributing to the community’s identity and the continuity of its historic downtown district. Its location within 
a contiguous row of early commercial buildings and its preserved architectural features make it a symbolic anchor in 
the town’s historic landscape. 

The Denoon Meat Market is also important to the community for its historic, aesthetic, and social significance. It 
embodies the history and identity of Nanton by illustrating patterns of commercial development, community life, and 
architectural trends that shaped Alberta’s small towns from the late 19th century through to the present. The building’s 
integrity in location, design, materials, and association ensures it continues to evoke the atmosphere and function of 
a historic meat market, making it a valued part of Nanton’s heritage. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location on the main street within a contiguous row of early commercial buildings in the historic 
commercial district. 

• Street facing orientation abutting a public sidewalk. 
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• One-storey scale, short façade, and long rectangular massing 
• Stretcher bond brick façade with a simple one-storey form and rectangular massing with raised parapet and 

flat roof 
• Storefront configuration, including bulkhead, flat transom with multiple lites, and central recessed entry 

flanked by display windows with continuous wood sill 
• Corbelled brick spanning upper brick parapet. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• Jones, Bridget. Interview. October 4, 2025. 
• Prairie Towns. “Historical Overview of Nanton.” Accessed December 7, 2025. https://prairie-towns.com/nanton-

images.html. 
• University of Calgary Archives. Nanton and District Historical Society Collection. Accessed December 7, 2025. 

https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/nanton-and-district-historical-society-collection. 
• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 

https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+15965.   
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Shaw and Cooper Block 

1919 20th Avenue 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Shaw and Cooper Block is a two-storey, 
square-plan commercial building located on a 
prominent corner of Highway 2 North and 20th 
Street within Nanton’s historic downtown. The 
structure is constructed of brick with sandstone 
detailing, resting on a sandstone foundation. Its 
flat roof is edged by a parapet, with the most 
distinctive feature being the angled corner façade 
inscribed with “Shaw & Cooper” and the date 
“1909.” The ground floor is articulated by elliptical Romanesque Revival windows, each framed with sandstone 
keystones and radiating voussoirs, while the second storey is defined by rectangular single-hung windows with 
sandstone lintels and sills. A classical triangular pediment with ornate brackets marks the corner and south entrance, 
and an earlier east entrance, emphasizing the building’s dual orientation to the street. Heavy sandstone quoins, a 
continuous water table course, and a mid upper cornice with a plain frieze further enrich the exterior. The original 
heavy bracketed entablature once removed, has been reinstated. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Shaw and Cooper Block lies in its association with the entrepreneurial leadership of H.M. 
Shaw and J.T. Cooper, its association with the development of commerce and banking, its representation of early 20th 
century commercial design, and its significance as a landmark. 

The heritage value of the Shaw and Cooper Block lies in its association with the entrepreneurial leadership of H.M. 
Shaw, founder of Nanton and federal Member of Parliament, and J.T. Cooper, the town’s first mayor. H.M Shaw was 
the founder of Nanton and played a pivotal role in shaping the town’s early development and instrumental in 
establishing the Shaw and Cooper Block as a centre for commerce and banking, reflecting the ambitions and 
optimism of Nanton’s formative years. J.T. Cooper helped foster the development of banking and retail services that 
supported local ranchers and farmers, reinforcing the building’s significance as a commercial anchor in Nanton.  

The building is closely tied to the development of commerce and banking in Nanton, serving as the original home of 
the Bank of Hamilton and later the Canadian Bank of Commerce/CIBC, as well as hosting a variety of retail and office 
tenants that supported local ranchers and farmers. 

Architecturally, its heritage value is further represented by is distinguished example of early 20th century commercial 
design, blending Romanesque Revival and classical architectural features, its two-storey, square-plan form is 
constructed of brick and sandstone detailing and foundation, reflecting the transition from wood to fire-resistant 
masonry typical of Alberta towns in the early 1900s. The building’s most distinctive feature is its angled corner façade, 
inscribed with “Shaw & Cooper, 1909,” which serves as a visual anchor in Nanton’s historic downtown. The ground 
floor is articulated by elliptical Romanesque Revival windows, each framed with sandstone keystones and radiating 
voussoirs, while the second storey features rectangular single-hung windows with sandstone lintels and sills. 
Classical triangular pediments with ornate brackets mark the corner and south entrances, and in an earlier east 
entrance, emphasizing the building’s dual orientation to the street. Heavy sandstone quoins, a continuous water table 
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course, and a mid-upper cornice with a plain frieze enrich the exterior. The original heavy bracketed entablature, once 
removed, has been reinstated, preserving the craftsmanship and stylistic vocabulary of its era. 

As a landmark, the Shaw and Cooper Block anchors a prominent intersection in Nanton’s historic downtown, 
symbolizing the town’s heritage and serving as a focal point for community life. Its enduring presence and integrity – 
retaining original materials, design and workmanship – allow it to community its heritage value and the identity of 
Nanton as a town shaped by railway expansion, agricultural settlement, and civic leadership.  

The site is important to the community for its historic, aesthetic, and social significance. It embodies the prosperity 
and optimism of Nanton’s early years, and its ongoing use as a bank and commercial hub demonstrates continuity of 
practice and connection between past and present.  

The Shaw and Cooper block reflects the broader pattern of Alberta’s history, marking the transition from fronter 
settlement to established municipality, and continues to symbolize the trust, prosperity, and continuity that define 
Nanton’s civic and commercial development. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location is situated on a prominent corner facing Highway 2 north within Nanton’s historic downtown 
core 

• Two-storey form and massing with long rectangular street-facing facade and flat roof 
• Stretcher bond brickwork construction with corbelled parapets 
• Raised plain brick parapet with decorative brick edging 
• Metal upper entablature with original W. S. Keeley letters within the frieze of the entablature 
• Metal mid-cornice with brackets and the inscription of “Furniture” and “Hardware” within the frieze 
• Central raked entry containing a tripartite of multi-panelled street-facing entrances 
• Storefront with large fixed-glass display windows flanking central entrances with bulkhead and glass multi-

lite transoms 
• Original, shaped multi-panel wood entrance doors with glass upper panel and original door hardware  
• Evenly spaced original upper storey wood single-hung windows with upper hinged wood storm windows and 

sandstone lintels and lug sills 
• Continued mixed-use function (commercial ground floor, residential/office upper floor) 
• Projecting metal sign hardware over central main entrance 
• Landmark presence along Highway 2 within Nanton’s historic commercial core. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005.  

• Alberta Register of Historic Places. “Shaw & Cooper Block (HS 23546).” Government of Alberta. Accessed 
December 4, 2025. https://historicplacesalberta.ca. 

• Waymarking.com. “Shaw and Cooper Block, Nanton, AB.” Accessed December 4, 2025. 
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/wm12NPN_Shaw_and_Cooper_Block_Nanton_AB. 

• Wikidata. “Shaw and Cooper Block Heritage Designation (Q44665583).” Accessed December 4, 2025. 
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q44665583. 
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Nanton News 

1902 21st Avenue 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Nanton News building, constructed in 1908, 
is a two-storey, rectangular, brick-clad 
commercial structure located on 19th Street in 
downtown Nanton. Built of nailed-frame 
construction on a stone foundation, the building 
features a central double-door entrance flanked 
by fixed multi-pane windows, and two windows 
above, brick corbelling, brick voussoirs over the 
windows and doors, and a prominent façade 
typical of early prairie boomtown architecture. The ground floor historically housed the printing office and shop, while 
the second floor provided residential quarters. A side entrance and additional windows face Highway 2 South. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Nanton News building lies in its association with journalism, civic engagement, 
communication and technological adaptation, and its representation of a purpose-built commercial structure 
projecting permanence and prosperity. 

The heritage value of the Nanton News building lies in its association with the development of local journalism and 
civic engagement in Nanton, as the headquarters of the Nanton News newspaper from 1908 to 1986. The building is 
historically significant as a vital institution that documented settlement, promoted commerce, and fostered civic 
identity in southern Alberta. Founded by John M. Bender in 1907, the newspaper played a vital role in the community’s 
growth, providing coverage of agricultural issues, local politics, and community events, and serving as a link between 
residents and the wider province. 

The Nanton News relocation to a purpose-built office in 1908 marked Nanton’s maturation as a civic hub, reflecting 
the town’s emergence as a service centre for ranching and farming communities along the Calgary–Fort Macleod 
railway line. Its continuity of use as a newspaper office, with printing technology evolving from hand press to linotype, 
underscores its heritage value as a site of communication and technological adaptation. The preservation of back 
issues dating to 1907 further enhances its documentary importance, providing a record of community life and regional 
development. 

Architecturally, the Nanton News building stands as a testament to the aspirations and resourcefulness of early 
prairie towns. Its two-storey commercial structure, with a rectangular plan and prominent façade, was designed to 
project permanence and prosperity. The nailed-frame construction on a sturdy stone foundation speaks to the 
utilitarian yet durable building practices of the early 20th century. The exterior is characterized by stretcher-bond 
brickwork, with corbelling along the upper north and west parapets, and a flat roof. The building’s central entrance, 
flanked by original wood-frame windows, lugs sills, and multi-panelled wood and glass doors is further enhanced by 
brick voussoirs over the windows and doors – details that reflect both craftmanship and stylistic ambition. Its original 
corner-lot setting abutting the public sidewalk, anchors the building in the town’s historic streetscape and reinforces 
its civic prominence. 

The building’s surviving materials and workmanship from its 1908 construction remains intact with only minor 
alterations, and the dual-use layout - with a printing office below and residential quarters above – remains legible, 
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reinforcing the building’s functional authenticity and its role as a hub of communications and technological 
adaptation. 

Although Nanton News experienced several owners over its time and relocated to the former Lockton Electric building 
on 20th Street in 1986, the building is a rare surviving example of early newspaper architecture in Alberta. The Nanton 
News building is valued by the community for its historic, aesthetic, and social significance. It embodies the history 
and identity of Nanton, reflecting broader patterns of settlement and development in southern Alberta. Its enduring 
association with local journalism, civic pride, and communication networks ensures that its heritage values remain 
legible to present and future generations. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original corner-lot setting abutting public sidewalk within Nanton’s historic commercial district 
• Two-storey, nailed-frame form and massing with stretcher-bond brick superstructure cover, stone 

foundation, and flat roof 
• Brick corbelling along upper north and west parapets 
• Central entrance flanked by original wood-frame windows, wood lug sills, and multi-panelled wood and glass 

entrance doors 
• Brick voussoirs over windows and main entrance doors 
• Central main level entrance on west elevation with multi-panelled wood and glass door, and similar offset 

entrance opening and door on second level above 
• Surviving materials and workmanship from its 1908 construction, including wood framing and masonry 

details 
• Association with the evolution of printing technology from hand press to linotype. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 
https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+28697. 

• McTighe, Emily. Interview. October 2, 2025. 
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Nanton Telephone Exchange 

2118 20th Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Nanton Telephone Exchange building is a 
modest, single-storey utility structure located 
within the town’s historic commercial core. 
Constructed in 1918 to house 
telecommunications infrastructure, the building 
features a functional design typical of the Alberta 
Government Telephone’s mid-century rural 
exchanges, with stucco cladding applied to the 
brick-faced exterior, minimal ornamentation, and 
a rectangular footprint. It served as a local 
switching station and operations hub for telephone service in Nanton and surrounding areas 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Nanton Telephone Exchange building lies in its association with the development and 
modernization of provincial telecommunications infrastructure in Alberta, its representation of mid-century utility 
design, and its significance as a landmark with symbolic value. 

The heritage value of the Nanton Telephone Exchange lies in its association with the development and modernization 
of provincial telecommunications infrastructure in Alberta, serving as the local switching station and operations hub 
for telephone service in Nanton and surrounding areas. Its role was pivotal in connecting Nanton’s residents to the 
broader provincial and national telephone grid, marking a transformative period in the community’s history when 
access to modern communication became a public good initiated by the Alberta Government Telephones (AGT) 
system, which was established in 1906 and expanded rural service throughout the province following its acquisition of 
Bell Telephone’s Alberta operations in 1908. 

Architecturally, the building is a representation of a mid-century utility design featuring a modest, single-storey 
structure, typical of Alberta Government Telephone’s mid-century rural exchanges. Its design likely followed 
standardized provincial plans emphasizing durability, fire resistance, and functional layout, typical of AGT’s rural 
exchanges from the mid-1910s to the 1950s. It features a rectangular footprint, stucco cladding applied over a brick-
faced exterior, and minimal ornamentation. Key character-defining elements include its original location abutting the 
public sidewalk within Nanton’s historic downtown core, a one-storey short-façade form and massing with a flat roof 
and stone foundation, and a symmetrical fenestration pattern. The centre entrance is distinguished by sidelights and a 
flat transom with multiple lights, while the plain parapet is accented by protruding pilasters extending down to a 
concrete plinth. The building also retains its original moulded name plate above the central entrance, concrete lug 
sills with applied stucco, and evidence of standardized provincial design and construction methods. These 
architectural features contribute to its legibility as a government utility structure and reflect the civic values of the era. 

As a symbol of early telecommunications, the Nanton Telephone Exchange is valued by the community for its historic, 
aesthetic, and social significance. It embodies the collective memory of Nanton’s residents, recalling the era when 
manual switchboards—often operated by local women—played a vital role in daily life and community connectivity. 
The building’s association with the expansion of government telephone services and its enduring recognition within 
the community highlight its importance in Nanton’s identity and heritage. 

8. Statement of Significance 
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The building also reflects Nanton’s evolution from a rural service centre to a connected community, illustrating 
broader patterns in Alberta’s history of public infrastructure and equitable access to modern services. Its retention of 
original location, design, materials, and association with its ongoing role in community activities, ensures that the 
Nanton Telephone Exchange remains a valued and authentic part of Nanton’s heritage. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location abutting public sidewalk within Nanton’s historic downtown core 
• One-storey short-façade form and massing with flat roof and stone foundation 
• Original exterior brick superstructure cover beneath later applied stucco 
• Centre entrance with sidelights and flat transom with multiple lights  
• Symmetrical fenestration pattern 
• Plain parapet with protruding pilasters extending down to a protruding concrete plinth 
• Concrete lug sills with applied stucco 
• Original moulded name plate above central entrance 
• Association with manual switchboard operations and early telecommunications equipment 
• Evidence of standardized provincial design and construction methods. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• Alberta Government Telephones – Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta_Government_Telephones 
• Nanton and District Historical Society Collection – Glenbow Archives https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/nanton-

and-district-historical-society-collection 
• Provincial Archives of Alberta – AGT Records https://searchprovincialarchives.alberta.ca/telephone 
• “Alberta's Telephone Heritage - Home.” Accessed December 8, 2025. https://wayback.archive-

it.org/2217/20101208160425/http://www.abheritage.ca/telephone/index.html. 
• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 

https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+26243. 
• Alberta Government Telephones. En-Academic. Accessed December 8, 2025. https://en-

academic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/979275. 
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Creighton Residence 

2203 21st Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Creighton Residence is situated on a large 
well-treed lot, bordered by a low hedge, and 
located on a prominent southwest corner of 21st 
Street and Highway 2 South. It is a two-storey, 
1917 Eaton’s Eastbourne (E15), No. 666 square-
layout home, clad with shiplap and shingle siding. 
The structure has an open front porch, a medium-
hip gable roof with a prominent cross gable, and 
single-hung windows on all elevations. The 
residence reflects the practical space-efficient design typical of Eaton kit houses from the early 20th century massing, 
and symmetrical fenestration pattern, conveying its original function as a healthcare facility. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Creighton Residence lies in its association with the pioneering Creighton family, notably Dr. 
John A. Creighton and his son, James Forbes Creighton, and the development of healthcare and business in Nanton, 
as well as its representation of early 20th century residential architecture exemplified by its design as a 1917 Eaton’s 
Eastbourne (E15), No. 666 kit house.  

The heritage value of the Creighton Residence lies in its association with the pioneering Creighton family, notably Dr. 
John A. Creighton and his son, James Forbes Creighton. John A. Crieghton was the first doctor in the Nanton area, 
establishing his medical office in the Ingram Building and playing a foundational role in the development of local 
healthcare. He and his colleague, George Robertson, expanded the local pharmacy, building a new two-storey brick-
clad business that became a central institution in the community. James Forbes Creighton, delivered by his father in 
the residence and living there until 2015, served in the Air Force during World War II, had a career in pharmacy, and 
contributed extensively to local sports and community development.  

The structure’s representation of early 20th century residential architecture is exemplified by its design as a 1917 
Eaton’s Eastbourne (E15), No. 666 kit house, featuring a practical, space-efficient square two-storey layout, shiplap 
and shingle siding, open front porch, medium-hip gable roof with a prominent cross gable, and original millwork from 
Winnipeg. The residence’s significance as a local landmark is reinforced by its prominent location at the corner of 21st 
Street and Highway 2 South, its generational continuity within the Creighton family, and its role as a symbol of 
community leadership and innovation. 

The Creighton Residence is important to the community because it embodies historic, aesthetic and social values: as 
a home and workplace of Nanton’s first doctor, the birthplace and lifelong residence of a prominent figure, James 
Forbes Creighton, and a rare surviving example of mail-order kit homes that reflect the economic practicality and 
ingenuity of rural Alberta families. The place reflects the history and identity of Nanton through its enduring 
association with the Creighton family, its architectural integrity, and its role in broader patterns of settlement, 
healthcare, and business development in the region. The residence also holds social value as a familiar feature within 
the neighbourhood, reinforcing community memory and continuity across generations. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

9. Statement of Significance 
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• Original location within Nanton on a prominent corner of Highway 2 South and 21st Street 
• Square, two-storey scale and massing layout typical of Eaton’s Eastbourne (E15), No. 666 kit houses 
• Nailed wood-frame superstructure 
• Open front verandah and vertical support wood columns and closed railing 
• Off-centre main entrance 
• Medium-hip roof with a prominent cross gable 
• Roof pediment on upper cross-gable dormer 
• Shiplap with corner board and shingle-clad exterior 
• Single-hung wood-frame windows and wood storm windows with slip sills standard with kit house package 
• Original window and door placement as detailed in the Eaton’s Eastbourne model 666 square-layout home  
• Window and door millwork  
• Centre brick chimney 
• All structural components, including lumber, windows, doors and frames shipped by rail from British 

Columbia 
• Association with the Creighton family, who played a foundational role in Nanton’s medical services and 

business development. 
 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005.  

• Henry, Les. Catalogue Houses: Eaton’s and Others. Saskatoon: Henry Perspectives, 2000.  
• Tribute Archive. “James Forbes Creighton (Nanton) Obituary 1920-2015 High River, AB. Tribute Archive. 2015. 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/585797/James-Forbes-Crieghton-Nanton/. 
• Our Canada. “I Grew Up in a Mail-Order House From the Eaton’s Catalogue.” Reader’s Digest Canada. Accessed 

December 4, 2025. https://www.readersdigest.ca/travel/canada/mail-order-house/. 
• Lumsden History Examined. “They Were Not All Eaton’s Catalogue Homes.” Blogspot. February 2010. 

https://lumsdenhistoryexamined.blogspot.com/2010/02/they-were-not-all-eatons-catalogue.html. 
• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 28697). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 8, 2025. 

https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+18324. 
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Keen Hospital 

2207 20th Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Keen Hospital is a two-and-one-half-storey, 
rectangular stucco-clad brick building with a 
concrete foundation and gable roof, constructed 
in 1927 as Nanton’s first purpose-built hospital. 
Located on the west edge of Nanton’s historic 
downtown core, the building originally contained 
a twelve-bed hospital, dispensary, medical office, 
bathrooms, kitchen, and a sunroom. Although 
later converted into apartments, the exterior 
retains its institutional massing, and symmetrical fenestration pattern, conveying its original function as a healthcare 
facility. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Keen Hospital lies in its association with the pioneering efforts of Dr. William H. Keen and 
Edith Keen, its association with the provision of accessible local medical services, its representation of early 20th 
century institutional design and construction, and its significance as a symbolic landmark of small-town hospitals. 

For two decades, practitioners served patients from their offices, with those requiring hospitalization referred to 
facilities in High River or Calgary. The pioneering efforts of Dr. William H. Keen and Edith Keen in establishing modern 
healthcare in Nanton fostered a spirit of community self-sufficiency. Dr. Keen arrived in Nanton in 1905 and became 
one of the town’s first physicians. His leadership in establishing the town’s first purpose-built hospital in 1927 
reflected both professional initiative and civic pride. The hospital had accommodation for twelve patients, contained 
its own dispensary, and was described by the Nanton News as “modern throughout” and having “the most up to date 
electrical equipment in the province for the treatment of disease…There are two bath rooms, a kitchen and a sun 
room, and a water system with electric pump.” On January 18, 1929, Nanton council passed a motion that the Keen 
Hospital be accepted as an approved hospital by the provincial department of health. 

Dr. Keen was assisted by his wife, Edith, a registered nurse who served as superintendent, and Dr. John Creighton who 
also provided patient care at this site. Together, they embodied the broader theme of local self-sufficiency in medical 
care, a hallmark of Alberta’s rural communities in this era highlighting family and community dimensions of healthcare 
delivery in small towns. The hospital also became a focal point for social cohesion, providing essential local medical 
services at a time when travel to distant facilities was costly and difficult. The hospital’s creation marked a turning 
point in the community’s development, reflecting the collective ambition of Nanton’s residents during the interwar 
period to provide accessible medical services locally, marking a turning point in community development and self-
sufficiency. 

The hospital’s closure in the 1940s followed Dr. Keen’s death in 1938. It was operated by Dr. Hector Mackenzie, with 
Edit Keen briefly presiding over the local branch of the Red Cross from its premises, until Dr. Mackenzie’s enlistment 
and the retirement of Dr. Crieghton. The closure reflects the vulnerability of small-town institutions, dependant on 
individual practitioners. Patients were redirected to High River, underscoring the shift toward centralized healthcare 
delivery. 

10. Statement of Significance 
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Architecturally, the Keen Hospital is a distinctive example of early 20th century institutional design in rural Alberta. The 
building features a two-and-a-half-storey, wood-frame rectangular form with an original brick exterior now clad with 
stucco, set on a concrete foundation. Its gable roof, symmetrical fenestration, and substantial massing convey a 
sense of permanence and modernity, distinguishing it from more modest maternity homes or converted residences 
typical of the era, such as the Sexsmith Maternity Home that began in a small shack and moved to several converted 
residences as the practice grew from 1921 to 1958. The main entrance, marked by a central doorway and balanced 
window arrangement, reinforces its institutional character. Despite later conversions to apartments, the exterior 
retains its original massing and fenestration pattern, preserving its architectural integrity and visual impact within the 
streetscape and ensuring its physical presence continues to anchor Nanton’s historic core.  

As a landmark, Keen Hospital occupies a prominent location on Nanton’s Main Street, anchoring the historic 
downtown core and serving as a tangible link to the town’s early healthcare history. Its continued presence reinforces 
its symbolic value as a civic landmark and a rare surviving example of small-town hospitals from the 1920s in Alberta. 
The site is also important to the community for its historic, aesthetic, and especially social significance. Keen Hospital 
stands as a testament to the challenges and aspirations of rural towns in providing modern amenities, and to the 
individuals whose initiative shaped local history. It reflects the broader pattern of Alberta’s rural development, the 
evolution of healthcare delivery, and the enduring legacy of community pride, resilience, and mutual support. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location within Nanton’s historic downtown core 
• Rectangular plan and low gable roof form with two shed dormers on either side of gable roof 
• Rear offset brick chimney 
• Institutional two-and-a-half-storey scale and massing 
• Original exterior brick tile beneath the existing stucco with concrete foundation 
• Projecting wood eaves with exposed rafters 
• Wood brackets in projecting verges 
• Shaped structural fenestration openings 
• Symmetrical fenestration pattern and plain lug sills 
• 8 over 1 pane arrangement on front porch level window and 4-over-4 pane arrangements on west side 

windows  
• Open porch with closed railing and wood posts and open wood rail at second storey 
• Continued association with Dr. W.H. Keen and early healthcare history. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• South Peace Regional Archives. “Extended Care: The Johanna Haakstad Maternity Home Records.” South Peace 
Regional Archives Blog, March 29, 2016. Accessed December 10, 2025. 
https://www.southpeacearchives.org/blog/extended-care-the-johanna-haakstad-maternity-home-records/. 

• Alberta Register of Historic Places. (HS 31482). Government of Alberta. Accessed December 10, 2025. 
https://hermis.alberta.ca/ARHP/Details.aspx?DeptID=2&ObjectID=HS+26243. 

• Lethbridge Herald (Lethbridge, Alberta). “Dr. Keen, Pioneer Physician of Nanton, Dies at Calgary.” August 1, 1938, 
p. 3. https://newspaperarchive.com/obituary-clipping-aug-01-1938-1575689/. 

• "Nanton." The Lethbridge Herald (Lethbridge, Alberta), January 18, 1929, p. 7. Newspapers.com. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image-view/64000211/. 

• Keen (Nanton) Hospital – Nanton, AB. “Western Canadian Heritage on Waymarking.com. Accessed December 10, 
2025. https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/wm12NPH_Keen_Nanton_Hospital_Nanton_AB 
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Dr. G.E. McKeage Residence and 
Dental Office 

2204 21st Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Dr. G.E. McKeage Residence and Dental 
Office constructed in c1904-05 is a modest early 
20th century wood-frame dwelling located on a 
prominent northwest corner of Highway 2 South 
and 21st Street in Nanton. It is situated across 
from the Creighton’s residence, and opposite the 
Masonic Hall (previously St. Andrew’s Hall) and 
the Nanton United Church and is bound by a low 
hedge and surrounded by a mix of mature trees. The two-and-a-half-storey, rectangular wood-frame house has a 
stone foundation, an open corner porch with an open rail and vertical posts, and a high-hip gable roof with a high-hip 
gable dormer on the east centre portion of the rood. The structure is clad with shiplap and contains decorative painted 
cedar shingles in the gable ends. The residence has operated as both a private residence and professional dental 
office for several decades. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Dr. G.E. McKeage Residence and Dental Office lies in its association with Dr. George Ernest 
McKeage and the delivery of healthcare, and its representation of modest, utilitarian design and craftsmanship of 
local builders.  

The heritage value of the Dr. G.E. McKeage Residence and Dental Office lies in its association with Dr. George Ernest 
McKeage, Nanton’s first full time dentist, whose home-based dental practice exemplified the integration of 
professional services into the daily life of Nanton. This site stands as a testament to the way rural healthcare was 
delivered in Alberta, where practitioners operated from their residences, fostering close social ties and accessibility 
for all members of the community. 

The dual function of this residence illustrates a broader cultural practice in prairie towns, where professionals lived 
among those they served, reinforcing trust, stability, and a sense of belonging. This pattern of home-based service 
provision was not only practical but also deeply social, shaping the way residents interacted, cared for one another, 
and built lasting relationships. Dr. McKeage was active in civic, community and social affairs, and was a long-serving 
councillor, and mayor in 1921-24. He was also a life member of the Masonic Lodge. Dr. McKeage retired in 1948 and 
died in 1961 in High River. 

Architecturally, the building is a distinguished example of early 20th century prairie domestic design. Its two-and-a-
half-storey, rectangular wood-frame form is anchored by a stone foundation and crowned with a high-hip gable roof, 
including a high-hip gable dormer on the east centre portion. The exterior features shiplap siding with corner boards 
and decorative painted cedar shingles in the gable ends, reflecting the craftsmanship of local builder Elzie Robertson. 
The open corner porch, with its rail and vertical posts capped by Doric capitals, the centred single brick chimney, and 
the original fenestration with wood-framed windows and lug sills, all contribute to the building’s historic character. 
The west side office addition, with its triangular moulded pediment and large fixed window, further illustrates the 
adaptation of domestic architecture for professional use. 

11. Statement of Significance 
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The community values this site for its historic, aesthetic, and social significance. It evokes the lived experience of early 
Nanton residents, reflecting the town’s rapid growth, the adaptation of domestic spaces for professional use, and the 
enduring importance of accessible, community-centered healthcare. The building’s preserved location, design, 
materials, and workmanship allow it to communicate its heritage value to present-day observers, while its association 
with the McKeage family and the tradition of home-based services continues to inspire a sense of pride and continuity 
within the community. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location within Nanton on a prominent corner of Highway 2 South and 21st Street 
• Overall form and massing with its two-and-a-half -storey, rectangular plan 
• High-hip gable roof form with a high-hip centre gable 
• Curved gable end that meets with continuous eave 
• Stone foundation visible at grade 
• Traditional shiplap with corner boards, and decorative wood shingle cladding with a painted design in the 

gable ends 
• Plain fascia and soffit with decorative wood brackets 
• West side office addition with triangular moulded pediment with dentils, plain facia, a large, fixed window 

with a plain structural opening, and a low-sloped shed roof 
• Original fenestration openings, wood-framed windows, wood storm windows, and lug sills 
• Location and one-storey scale of corner open porch and surviving porch details such as the open rail and 

wood vertical posts with doric capitals 
• Centred single brick chimney 
• Visible workmanship in joinery and trim that reflect local building practices and the documented skill of the 

builder 
• Association with Dr. G.E. McKeage and evidence of dual use (i.e., ground-floor room with separate access). 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• Nanton News. “Professional Card for Dr. G. E. McKeage.” August 14, 1924. University of Calgary Digital 
Collections. https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1EWSITU. 

• Nanton News. “Professional Card for Dr. G. E. McKeage.” July 16, 1925. University of Calgary Digital Collections. 
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/archive/649-2R3BF1EWAZBP.html. 

• Ancestry.ca. “Dr. George Ernest McKeage Profile.” Accessed December 9, 2025. 
https://www.ancestry.ca/genealogy/records/dr-george-ernest-mckeage-24-6h8tfn.  
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Nanton Masonic Hall 
2120 21st Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Nanton Masonic Hall is located on a 
prominent northeast corner of Highway 2 South 
and 21st Street. It is a modest, early 20th century 
wood-frame hall originally constructed in 1906 as 
a Presbyterian church hall. The building features a 
rectangular plan, gable roof, and restrained 
classical proportions. It has been adapted over 
time, most notably in 1951 when the Freemasons 
purchased and reoriented the structure 180 
degrees to serve as Lodge No. 17’s permanent home. The rear enclosed porch was originally the main entrance that 
contained a central two-leaf entrance with a transom window. A symbolic stained glass oculus featuring the Star of 
David, often referred to as a “Magen David” window was located within the gable above this original entrance 
representing divine protection, communal identity, and continuity of faith. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Nanton Masonic Hall lies in its association with the religious, civic, and fraternal life of 
Nanton, notably as a gathering place for the Presbyterian and Methodist congregations, and later as the home of 
Nanton Lodge No. 17 of the Freemasons. Its value is further enhanced by its representation of a modest early 20th 
century wood-frame hall design and its adaptive reuse. 

Originally constructed in 1906 as a Presbyterian church hall, known as St. Andrew’s Hall, and later known as Grace 
Hall, the building served as a central gathering place for worship, Sunday school, youth programs, and community 
meetings. Its transition to the home of Nanton Lodge No. 17 of the Freemasons in 1951 marked a new chapter, as the 
hall continued to host charitable activities and fraternal ceremonies, reflecting the adaptability of small-town 
institutions. 

Architecturally, the hall represents the modest wood-frame design typical of early 20th century prairie community 
halls, with its rectangular plan, gable roof, and restrained classical proportions. The building’s integrity is evident in its 
original form, scale, and massing as a one-storey nailed-frame structure with stucco cladding and minimal 
ornamentation. Distinctive features include the projecting eaves and verges, enclosed front and rear porches (the 
latter originally serving as the main entrance), and the pattern of original fenestration openings with plain wood trim 
and decorative upper trim, and lug sills.  

The building’s adaptive reuse is visible in the reorientation of the entrance in 1964, when the Freemasons rotated the 
structure 180 degrees in 1964 to suit lodge use, installed a basement, water, sewer and washrooms, a modification 
that respected the building’s essential character while accommodating new social purposes. A symbolic stained 
glass oculus, known as a “Magen David” window, was originally located within the gable above the main entrance, 
representing divine protection and communal identity. The building also retains the original rear chimney stack within 
the reoriented front gable end, extending from the shed roof of the enclosed porch to the underside of the extended 
verge.  

As a landmark, the Nanton Masonic Hall occupies a prominent corner in Nanton’s historic downtown, symbolizing the 
continuity of community institutions and the layered history of the town’s development. It is important to the 
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community for its historic, social, and cultural significance: the hall has continuously served as a venue for religious 
services, community events, cultural programming, and fraternal ceremonies for over a century, including holding the 
first district court in 1908, all reflecting the adaptability and enduring social value of small-town institutions. 

The Hall also embodies the history and identity of Nanton by illustrating broader patterns in Alberta’s settlement 
history – the establishment of denominational institutions to anchor community identity, the multi-purpose use of 
halls as civic and cultural centres, the rise of fraternal organizations as civic leaders, and the adaptive reuse of 
buildings to ensure continuity of use and preservation of heritage fabric. Its modest scale, enduring use, and strong 
associations with both religious and fraternal traditions reinforce its role as a living heritage site and a symbol of 
collective memory in the community. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location within Nanton’s historic downtown streetscape and situated on a prominent northeast 
corner of Highway 2 South and 21st Street 

• Form, scale, and massing of modest one-storey nailed-frame and stucco-covered structure with restrained 
ornamentation 

• High-pitched gable roof with projecting eaves and verges 
• Evidence of adaptive reuse, including the reorientation of the entrance in 1951 
• Enclosed front porch 
• Enclosed rear porch which was initially the original front façade entrance prior to the structure being rotated 

180 degrees 
• Pattern of original fenestration openings with plain wood trim and lug sills 
• Chimney stack located within front gable end extending from shed roof of enclosed porch to underside of 

extended verge  
• Continued association with Lodge No. 17 of the Freemasons. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• Ryan McTighe. “Nanton Masonic Hall Research.” Unpublished research paper provided to author, October 1, 
2025. 

• Nancy McGregor and Patricia Wardrop. “Chautauqua.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. Published February 7, 2006. 
Last edited December 16, 2013. https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chautauqua-emc. 

• Grand Lodge of Alberta. “History of Grand Lodge of Alberta.” Grand Lodge of Alberta. 
https://freemasons.ab.ca/history-of-grand-lodge-of-alberta/. 
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Nanton Scout-Guide Hall 

2222 18th Street 
Nanton, Alberta 
 
Description of Resource 
The Nanton Scout-Guide Hall is a modest, 
horizontal-log building constructed in 1957 to 
serve as a permanent home for local Scouting 
and Guiding organizations. Located within 
Nanton’s civic core, the hall is a simple 
rectangular structure with a low-pitched roof, and 
a central projecting gabled entrance. It is located 
within a large natural treed space. 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of the Nanton Scout-Guide 
Hall lies in its association with the development of Scouting and Guiding in Nanton, its association with the province-
wide trend of collaboration to create shared halls, its representation of mid-century volunteer-built log construction, 
and its significance as a modest but enduring community landmark. 

This site is important to the community because it was conceived, funded, and constructed through the collective 
volunteer efforts of Nanton residents to serve as a permanent home for youth organizations, a space for leadership, 
citizenship, and community engagement. Scouting and Guiding in Alberta has a long history from the 1900s to present 
day and has served thousands of youth in programs designed for their environment. Cooperative development 
between Scout and Guide organizations was a recognized pattern in Alberta during the mid-20th century, particularly 
as both groups sought modern, multi-purpose facilities to support expanding youth programs. By the 1950s, several 
Alberta communities saw their local Scout and Guide associations collaborate to fund, construct, or jointly operate 
shared halls, reflecting a broader provincial trend toward resource pooling and community-driven infrastructure. This 
pattern is formally documented in the Alberta Register of Historic Places, which notes that by the 1950s the Calgary 
Scout and Guide organizations “forged a partnership to build a new integrated facility,” demonstrating that such 
collaborations were neither isolated nor incidental but part of a wider movement in youth-organization development. 
The Nanton Scout-Guide Hall, completed in 1957, aligns with this province-wide trend and illustrates how local 
volunteer groups contributed materially to community-building during the postwar period. 

In 1955, the Scout Association was renamed Nanton Scout and Guide Association after considering the values of 
bringing both groups under one organization. Previously, a separate committee governed the Guides and Brownies. 

At the time, local families recognized the need for a dedicated facility for youth organizations. Parents and community 
members came together to procure logs from the Priddis area, raise funds, and build the hall themselves, under the 
guidance of a hired carpenter, Mr. Starritt. The official opening was held with three hundred in attendance. This spirit 
of volunteerism and collaboration is a defining feature of Nanton’s identity, and the hall stands as a testament to the 
town’s commitment to supporting its youth. 

Generations of Nanton residents have participated in Scouting, Guiding, and community events within its walls, 
making it a hub for youth programming and civic gatherings. The hall’s construction through volunteer labour not only 
provided essential infrastructure but also fostered a sense of pride, ownership, and belonging among community 

13. Statement of Significance 
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members. Its continued use and preservation demonstrate the enduring value of grassroots initiative and civic 
engagement in Nanton. 

While the hall is not architecturally distinguished in terms of elaborate design or ornamentation, its modest vernacular 
style is significant as a “type example” of small-town halls built in Alberta during the 1950s. The building’s horizontal 
log construction, simple rectangular form, and utilitarian finishes embody the practical ethos of volunteer-driven 
community infrastructure. Its lack of ornamentation is itself a defining stylistic feature, and the workmanship reflects 
the collective effort and resourcefulness of Nanton’s residents.  

Character-Defining Elements 
Key elements that express the heritage value and must be conserved include: 

• Original location within Nanton’s civic core on a large grassed and treed lot 
• Rectangular form and massing 
• Medium-gable roof with projecting eaves and verges 
• Horizontal log construction with corner boards 
• Enclosed porch entrance with central door flanked by fixed wood-framed windows 
• Wood-framed fenestration openings with a plain wood slip sill 
• Associative value as a gathering place for Scouts, Guides and the wider community. 

 
Sources 

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Nanton, AB: Nanton and 
District Historical Society, 1975.  

• Nanton and District Historical Society. Mosquito Creek Roundup: Nanton-Parkland. Vol. 2. Mosquito Creek History 
Society, 2005. 

• The Calgary Albertan. October 27, 1955. 20. https://www.newspapers.com/image-view/729365319/. 
• The Calgary Albertan. “Scout-Guide Hall Opened.” April 26, 1957. 20. https://www.newspapers.com/image-

view/729310047/. 
• “Scouting and Guiding in Alberta.” Wikipedia. Accessed December 9, 2025. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scouting_and_Guiding_in_Alberta. 
• “Program for the Official Opening of the Nanton Scout-Guide Hall.” PE004697. Discover Archives, University of 

Alberta. Accessed December 10, 2025. https://discoverarchives.library.ualberta.ca/program-for-official-opening-
of-nanton-scout-guide-hall. 

• Janet Allcock, Alberta, Northwest Territories, Yukon (ANY) Archive Lead. Email January 19, 2026. 
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Nanton’s heritage assessments and evaluations 
follow a clear, methodical structure designed to 
document the community’s historic places, determine 
their significance, and guide long-term conservation 
decisions. Each assessment typically begins with a 
factual description of the property – its location, 
architectural features, materials, and condition – 
establishing a baseline record of what physically 
exists. This is followed by a historical overview that 
situates the building within broader local, regional, 
and thematic contexts, drawing on archival sources, 
oral histories, and comparative examples. 
The evaluation phase applies Alberta’s heritage value 
criteria – design, historical, cultural, and landmark 
significance – to determine why the place matters and 
how it contributes to Nanton’s identity. Character-
defining elements are then identified to clarify which 
features must be preserved to maintain that 
significance. Together, these components support 
transparent, evidence-based recommendations for 
municipal design, conservation planning, and future 
interventions. The overall purpose is to ensure that 
decisions about Nanton’s heritage buildings are 
grounded in rigorous research, consistent 
methodology, and a clear understanding of 
community value. 
  

Appendix A – Heritage Resource Assessments and Evaluations 
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Nanton’s Heritage Survey updates provide an 
organized, downtown-focussed snapshot of the 
town’s historic building stock, ensuring that 
information about the heritage resources remains 
current, accurate, and useful for planning decisions. 
Each survey entry follows a consistent structure: a 
basic property profile (address, photographs, 
construction date), a concise physical description, 
and a brief historical summary that captures the 
building’s role in Nanton’s development. This is paired 
with a high-level assess of heritage value, noting 
architectural features, cultural associations, and 
contextual importance. 
The purpose of the updated survey is not to designate 
buildings, but to identify and document places with 
potential heritage interest. It supports long-range 
planning by highlighting patterns in Nanton’s history, 
flagging properties that may warrant future evaluation, 
and providing a baseline record for monitoring change 
over time. Ultimately, the survey strengthens the 
Town’s ability to make informed, proactive decisions 
about conservation, growth, and community identity. 
  

Appendix B – Heritage Site Surveys 
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Key Themes Across Coverage 
Recent media coverage paints a clear picture of how 
Nanton’s Heritage Building Project has been unfolding in 
the public eye. Across local news, municipal updates, 
and regional radio, the project has been consistently 
framed as a major community initiative focussed on 
documenting, evaluating, and celebrating the town’s 
historic places. 

Strong municipal leadership and grant support 

The Town’s official project page highlights the successful 
grant from the Heritage Preservation Partnership Program 
and outlines how this funding enabled a comprehensive 
review of heritage buildings, the creation of a context 
paper, and detailed evaluations for 13 high-priority sites. 

Community engagement as a central pillar 

Multiple updates emphasize the September and January 
Open Houses, where residents were invited to learn 
about the project, review draft Statements of 
Significance, and provide feedback. The OkotoksOnline 
article underscores the Town’s messaging that this is a 
shared community conversation about how Nanton 
protects and celebrates its heritage. 

Clear Communication about process and 
outcomes 

Media pieces consistently explain the project’s structure” 
heritage surveys, evaluation of significance and integrity,  

 

 

and preparation of Statements of Significance. The 
Town’s page also notes that all evaluations, SoSs, and 
the context paper will be presented publicly, reinforcing 
transparency and accessibility. 

Regional interest in Nanton’s heritage story 

CBC’s Calgary Eyeopener featured an 8-minute segment 
discussing Nanton’s efforts to document its architectural 
history, signalling that the project resonates beyond the 
town itself. The segment positions Nanton as a 
community taking proactive steps to understand and 
preserve its built heritage. 

Overall… 

Taken together, the coverage present the Heritage 
Building Evaluation Project as a well-organized, well-
funded, and community-oriented initiative. The reporting 
highlights both the technical rigor – surveys, evaluations, 
Statement of Significance – and the broader cultural 
value of the work. The consistent message across 
platforms is that Nanton is investing in its identity, 
strengthening its heritage knowledge base, and inviting 
residents to participate in shaping the future of its historic 
places. 

Appendix C – Media Coverage 
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https://cjwe.ca/2026/01/08/nanton-offers-a-look-into-
its-heritage-buildings-and-history-with-heritage-open-
house/ 

 

https://cjwe.ca/2026/01/08/nanton-offers-a-look-into-its-heritage-buildings-and-history-with-heritage-open-house/
https://cjwe.ca/2026/01/08/nanton-offers-a-look-into-its-heritage-buildings-and-history-with-heritage-open-house/
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Talk of the Town: Nanton heritage buildings | Calgary Eyeopener | On Demand | CBC Listen 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-5-calgary-eyeopener/clip/16192308-talk-town-nanton-heritage-buildings
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